
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas!   

I mentioned in the previous month’s article that I’m wearing the old-style 
“frock coat” with a sword sling or baldric in honor of our 150

th
 anniversary 

of the Grand Commandery in Kansas. The baldric has an emblem of a 
six point metal star with a red passion cross in the center. It has the 
words, ”In Hoc Signo Vinces” (“In this sign you will conquer”), around 
the red passion cross. This motto does not come from the original 
Knights Templar, but from the Roman Emperor Constantine I. 

Constantine was marching his army on the way to the Battle of the 
Milvian Bridge (October 28, 312 AD) when he looked up at the sun and 
saw a cross of light above it. With the cross, appeared the Greek words 
which, if translated to English, say “In this conquer.” This phrase was 
translated into Latin as, ”In Hoc Signo Vinces” (After Constantine saw 
this sign, he baptized his entire army into the Christian religion.)  

A six pointed metal star on the baldric also has meaning. Sir Knight 
Albert G. Mackey in the Encyclopedia of Freemasonry describes the six 
pointed metal star: “The interlacing triangles or deltas symbolize the 
union of the two principles or forces, the active and passive, male and 
female, pervading the universe. The two triangles, one white and the 
other black, interlacing, typify the mingling of apparent opposites in 
nature, darkness and light, error and truth, ignorance and wisdom, evil 
and good, throughout human life.” 

The baldric is made of three strips of material. Two are black and the 
center piece is white. The black and white pattern echoes the 
Beauceant, the battle flag of the Knights Templar. The inside of the 
baldric is green with a red passion cross on it. The green side can be 
used as a sash in the Commandery Order of the Red Cross. 

Where the baldric is joined together on the left side, there is a metal 
Maltese Cross. The Maltese Cross has a key shaped hole in it to attach 

the sword. The old sword scabbards have a boss on the back that fits in 
the key hole. 

There is a section at the end of the Order of the Temple with a 
paragraph for presenting the baldric to a new Sir Knight. The baldric is 
rarely worn by the current members of the Commandery. If your 
Commandery has some of the old yard-long pictures from about 1900, 
you will see some of the Sir Knights wearing a baldric. When Mount 
Olivet moved last year, there was a package of new/old stock baldrics 
found. These were passed out at the installation of officers to the Sir 
Knights who wanted them. Some of the officers now wear them to 
Commandery meetings. 

All Kansas Sir Knights, keep in mind that when we wear our uniforms, 
we are putting on the sign of the Cross of Christ. Whether in uniform or 
not, we need to act in accordance with Christian values, speak the truth 
and do whatever good we are able to do.   

In my recent travels, I visited the Arkansas Grand Commandery meeting 
in Little Rock on March 10. I have been looking forward to this meeting 
as I am originally from Arkansas, but know very few Sir Knights or 
Masons from there. I met several Sir Knights from Arkansas and 
Louisiana. The Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas spoke at 
the awards banquet on Friday night and emphasized the importance of 
Masonic brotherhood.   

And now to let you know about upcoming events:  The 30
th
 Annual 

Grand Commandery of Kansas wreath laying at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial will be in Junction City, Kansas on May 28th. Sir Knights will 
assemble at the First Presbyterian Church, 115 W. 5

th
 Street, south side 

of the Memorial. Lunch will be at approximately 11:30 AM. The Wreath 
laying Ceremony will be after lunch. I would like to thank the Junction 
City Commandery No. 43 for organizing the event. I hope to see you at 
the wreath laying.  

The individual Commanderies will have inspections in the fall. As soon as the dates 

are determined, I will publish them. All Sir Knights need to support these inspections.  

Fraternally yours, 

Sir Knight John T. Staton 
Very Eminent Deputy Grand Commander 

of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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