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Showers And Flowers! 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 

Greetings Sir Knights, 

For this issue I have asked Sir Knight Fleer, our Deputy Grand Commander, to 
provide a message. So sit back and enjoy the article from Roger. 

Fraternity, Family and Youth! 

Sir Knight K. Trent Moreland, Grand Commander 

A MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER 

“… for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. Pray then like 
this: 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 
 Hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done, 
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 And forgive us our debts, 
 As we have also forgiven our debtors; 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 

For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive 
you; …” Matthew 6: 8-14, Revised Standard Version (RSV) 

Time quickly approaches for our annual re-convening of the Grand Conclave. 
Your Grand York Rite has made several changes for the session this year, most 
notably, for 2018 there will be only one day scheduled for Commandery activi-
ties. Grand York Rite business sessions will be conducted on Thursday, June 
7th, for the Grand Chapter; Friday, June 8th, for the Grand Council; and Satur-
day, June 9th, for the Grand Commandery. Specific information regarding 
schedules, meal planning, and hotel information are on the Grand York Rite 
website – moyorkrite.org. To ensure that the Grand York Rite Office can 
process your registrations for the 2018 Grand Sessions, you need to submit 
your paperwork by May 19th. I hope to see and visit with as many of you as 
possible during the 2018 Grand Sessions. 

Our Grand Commander, with data derived from his survey, determined that the 
2018 Grand Commandery Drill Competition event should be held at a different 
location and date this year. This change allowed for the reduction of the length 
of the Grand Sessions in June. As with all things new, your officer corps will 
review the overall results to insure we are accommodating our membership. In 
brief, changes or improvements pertaining to the Grand Commandery this year 
covered the following:  1.) Distribution of college student grant payments by 
the Educational Foundation; 2.) Use of Cisco's WebEx service for meetings; 3.) 
Emphasis on youth and family related activities; and 4.) Long-term planning of 
charitable activities to tap resources outside of Freemasonry. Thank you Sir 
Knight Trent for your attention to detail and direction this past year. 

As we prepare to embark on a new term for our Grand Commandery, I would 
like to share with you a little background on myself. I have been most fortu-
nate to be married to Lady Patti, a retired educator and orchestra director, for 
38 years. We have been blessed with two dynamic daughters – Elizabeth, an 
educator and now school administrator; and Johanna, a finance and account-
ing administrator. I have had several careers in my life. I retired from the Army 
National Guard as a commissioned officer in the Military Police Corps. I am on 
the short list to retire from the Plumbers and Pipefitters Local Union 562 of St 
Louis. My York Rite Masonic affiliations are:  Hope Lodge No. 251, AF & AM, in 
Washington, MO; Mt. Nebo Chapter No. 148, RAM, in Robertsville, MO; Jeremi-
ah Council No. 48, R&SM, in Webster Groves, MO; and Ascalon Commandery 
No. 16, KT, in St Louis, MO. 

As to my thoughts regarding our Grand Commandery, I do not anticipate major 
changes in direction, but there are items needing attention. It is my intent to 
commit to the following:  1.) We will continue working to develop not a “3 or 5 
year plan,” but rather a continuity plan for sustainability; 2.) In addition to at-
tending meetings for the Regions, South Central Department, and Grand En-
campment, it is my intent to visit each Missouri Commandery at least once dur-
ing the 2018-2019 Grand Commandery year (I have contacted the Recorders 
and current Commanders concerning my visitation plans. If there is a special 
event or activity in your area, then I would be honored to participate as a Sir 
Knight and ex-officio member of your Commandery.); 3.) Development of a 
succession plan for critical staff in our Grand York Rite Office (Although all posi-
tions are elected annually, I firmly believe there is a need to have a transition 
plan in place for when administrative staff changes occur. While we are a Fra-
ternal organization, there are business aspects to our organization that we 
need to address); and 4.) This term marks the 900th anniversary of the Poor 
Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon to which end there will 
be a commemorative coin issued for the year (The proceeds will be dedicated 
to building up the Holy Land Pilgrimage Endowment Fund. Your earnest sup-
port in this endeavor will be greatly appreciated). 

Fraternally, 

Sir Knight Roger D. Fleer, Deputy Grand Commander
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