
 

     We are not alone.  While you are thinking about that 
statement I need to give some background before taking 
that thought further.   
 
     This past summer while visiting my family in New Mexico 
I was able to visit the regular meeting of my father’s Lodge.  
This was the first time that we were able to sit in Lodge 
together in NM.  I had been in that Lodge numerous times 
before while growing up but never in a tiled meeting.  This 
was a special occasion for the Smith family.  There were 
some brothers there who I had known during my younger 
years and many new faces that it was a joy to meet.  It was 
also interesting to observe the different nuances in the work 
between my Lodge in Plattsmouth and the work there.  The 
Worshipful Master was gracious and acknowledged my visit 
to include giving me a keepsake to remember the occasion.  
This would usually be enough of an event to write about but 
there is more that led me to believe this would be 
something to share in the NE Knight Templar insert.  
 
     In attendance that evening was the R. E. Grand 
Commander of New Mexico, Steve Balke and the Grand 
Senior Warden, Sky Olsen.   They had come from Estancia 
and Albuquerque, about 4 hours away.  After the regular 
meeting the Commander gave a presentation to those 

brethren who were willing to stay after. Using his portable 
projector and phone he showed a video made by the “York 
Rite of Freemasonry, Indiana”, linked here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hwdP2Cf_knA    
After this, he and his companion gave their thoughts about 
what Council and Commandery meant to them.  I was asked 
to give some input and so was dad, a past Grand 
Commander.  There were several brothers who had 
questions, comments, and showed a genuine interest in 
joining our ranks.  There were two brothers present who 
had already filled out their petitions and would be traveling 
to Santa Fe, about 6 hours away, to receive the orders of 
Templary which added to the evening.    
 
     Now for the reason I wanted to share these thoughts.  As 
a Knight Templar I was very encouraged by the effort and 
love of the order that these Sir Knights demonstrated by 
sharing their Brotherly Love and Friendship.  It also 
encouraged me that sometimes the work of York Rite can be 
taxing and includes sacrifice, but it is still worth the effort.  It 
reminded me that we are not alone in this undertaking that 
we have joined.  Hopefully I was able to convey the pride 
that I felt. I would encourage you to put forth your best 
effort and remember we are not alone in our endeavors. 
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