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Greetings to all Sir Knights wherever dispersed,

It is a great honor to have been elected to serve all of you as your Grand Com-
mander.  Serving you all is a humbling experience and I look forward to the 
journey ahead to strengthen this Grand Commandery of Knights Templar.
As we all celebrate Ascension Day, let us immerse ourselves in the experience of 
His Divine Light.  Let’s celebrate this glorious Christian Holiday of Jesus Christ’s 
journey to heaven aft er His death.  Ascension Day marks the 40th day aft er Jesus’ 
resurrection, which is 39 days aft er Easter Sunday (typically celebrated on the 
fi rst Sunday aft erwards).  We should feel immense joy that our Lord is in heaven 
to intercede for us.
I am confi dent that your celebration of Easter Sunday was a moving experience, 
whether celebrated in your local Commandery or at one of the 3 Grand Encamp-
ment Easter Observances.  I personally have been attending the Western States 
Easter Observance for the past few years, and I must say that the Observance is 
not only impressive with all Sir Knights gathering, but also very moving.  To see 
all these Sir Knights and their families attend this service is emotionally inspi-
rational.
I would like to congratulate Sir Knight Ed McBride on his recent Holy Land Pil-
grimage, representing all of our Sir Knights.  It is not oft en (maybe even the fi rst 
time) that we sent our very own to this most humbling journey and his experi-
ences will be resonating throughout all of his interaction with us.  Th ank you Sir 
Knights for providing the funding to send him on this journey.  Start planning 
ahead to consider a local minister to be nominated to this study pilgrimage- a life 
changing and ministry strengthening adventure.  Commanderies and individu-
als are encouraged to make donations to this worthwhile Holy Land Pilgrimage 
fund.
Memorial Day (originally called Decoration Day and fi rst observed on May 30, 
1868) is a day of remembrance of those that have given the ultimate sacrifi ce in 
our nation’s service.   We now celebrate to honor those who died in any war by 
many American’s visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings 
and participating in parades.  Please take a moment to consider our veteran’s 
ultimate sacrifi ce to our great country and also remember those current and past 
members of our military and to refl ect upon their service.

I would like to call your attention to an upcoming event in June, the 2018 In-
ternational Festive Board -Tenida Blanca Internacional 2018, scheduled for June 
30th.  Th is is a gathering of Sir Knights much like a table lodge, and this one is 
open to Master Masons and families as well.  Last year we had Sir Knights join 
us in Las Cruces from other jurisdictions, to include Mexico!  It was a great time 
of friendship and fellowship, sharing time with one another and learning how 
other jurisdictions operate.  Th is year will be an even bigger event, with an ad-
ditional jurisdiction participating.  Please fi nd the time to come and enjoy!  You 
can download a registration packet or register online: 

https://festiveboard.nmyorkrite.org
I would like to personally congratulate one of our own Sir Knights upon recently 
being installed as our Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in New Mexico- 
Adam Hathaway!  As many of you are aware, he is an active member and Past 
Commander of Pilgrim Commandery #3.  He is an inspiration to all of us and 
we expect great accomplishments from him this coming year.  Th e picture below 
is our Grand Commandery Sir Knights providing respect and service during his 
installation, showing exposure to the community as Sir Knights.  I wish him all 
the best on his journey and continuing to spread light on our order throughout 
masonry.  Well Done All!
In His Service,

Christopher A. Larsen, II
Grand Commander

March 16, 2018 - Th e installation of Adam L. Hathaway, the Most Worshipful Grand Master 
of Masons in New Mexico, Attended by present Worshipful Masters, District Deputy Grand 
Masters, District Deputy Grand Lecturers, and a Grand Commandery Honor Guard led by Sir 
Knights Stephen Balke (then GC) and Christopher A. Larsen, II, Grand Commander.


