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Greetings Sir Knights, 
      
     As we shed our winter clothing and are out and about enjoying the freshness 
and colors of spring, I would like to focus on our membership . 
     Most Commanderies at some time or another have explored  ways they can 
promote and support  membership programs. One of the tools that can be used 
is the award system designed by the Grand Encampment. Although this 
information can be found on their website, I have placed it in this month’s 
supplement to give us a target and clear understanding of the program:    
     “Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States of America 
Grand Encampment Membership Award Requirements ‐ Regulations Effective 
September 1, 1991, any Sir Knight being the first line signer for a total of ten 
petitioners, who are either Knighted or restored to membership after the 
aforementioned date, is eligible to receive the Grand Encampment Membership 
Jewel. Those being restored to membership must have been off the active role 
for a period of one year or more in order to qualify in the count. The total is 
cumulative with no time boundaries. This means a Sir Knight can get his total of 
ten Knightings and/or restorations in one day, one month, one year, five years, 
or whatever, so long as the award continues to be authorized. Further 
recognition in the form of a Bronze Oak Leaf Cluster is given for each five 
additional Knightings, restorations, or combination of both. A single Silver Oak 
Leaf Cluster replaces all bronze clusters when the recipient qualifies for his fifth 
additional recognition. A single Gold Leaf Cluster replaces all silver and bronze 
clusters when recipient qualifies with his 135th Knighting or Restoration. No 
more than 8 clusters may be worn on the ribbon at any time. Jewels and clusters 
will be awarded promptly upon receipt of the request form in the Grand 
Encampment office. This form is originated by the Recorder of the recipient’s 
Commandery, and properly certified by the Grand Commander, if a Constituent 
Commandery, or by the Department Commander, if a Subordinate Commandery. 
The names of the recipients will be published in the Knight Templar Magazine.  
Those receiving the Gold Oak Leaf Cluster will have their picture published on 
the front cover of the magazine.  Accept the challenge to be among the few who 
have qualified for this award, and make Templary grow in your state. 

Committee on Membership James M. Willson, Jr., Chairman Edward R. 
Saunders, Jr. Marvin W. Gerhard”  
     Sir Knights, I hope that this information will be used to inspire a stronger 
membership focus. We have been declining in numbers and must find ways to 
preserve this Christian Order and Masonry on the whole. On that note, I would 
like to thank St. Georges Commandery  for their consistent excellence in hosting 
their annual pilgrimage. It is a great service to strengthen membership and a 
positive platform for chivalric display.  
     I would also like to thank all the Sir Knights who attended the Wreath Laying 
and Proclamation Ceremonies at Greenwood Cemetery, Brooklyn NY honoring 
De Witt Clinton, M.W.G.M,G.G.H.P,M.G.G.M hosted by De Witt Clinton 
Commandery  and Bay Ridge Commandery . 
     Finally,” excellence” is noted as the quality of being outstanding or extremely 
good. Let’s continue to strive for it in Templary. 
 
Courteously, 
S.K. Stenrick B. Adams, R.E.G.C. 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
     Ascension Day, May 10, 2018 is the day in the church year when we 
celebrate Jesus’ post-resurrection-trip-to-heaven. “For unless the Savior had 
ascended into heaven, His nativity would have come to nothing . . . and His 
passion would have borne no fruit for us . . . and His most holy resurrection 
would have been useless.”  
     Jesus stood with his disciples somewhere near Bethany where they 
witnessed him taken to heaven. While the events of Jesus’ Ascension are only 
described in Luke 24 and Acts 1, there are a number of passages that assume its 
reality.  
     So why does it matter? The Ascension means Jesus is absent.  In another 
sense, we post-Pentecost believers know Christ’s presence with us through the 
ministry of the Spirit. Because of the Ascension we are people between times: 
Jesus is no longer with us bodily, but Jesus will one day return.  
     We pray and work toward the Kingdom of God, but as post-Ascension people 
we live in the ‘already but not yet’ tension of the Kingdom of God.  The 
Ascension means that Christ’s incarnate work is finished. As significant as 
Christ’s incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection are—they lose their meaning 
unless they are sealed by his Ascension.  
     The Ascension is Christ’s vindication and proof that God’s favor rests on Him. 
The Ascension means that Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God. Jesus is 
exalted and that means Jesus reigns. This is good news—especially in a world 
with terroristic bombings, political and social unrest and bloodshed. Things on 
earth are not all as they should be (or will be), but we can be confident that the 
risen and ascended Christ sits with God and intercedes on our behalf.  
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