
 

Fraters  
The time has arrived for my final message as Grand 

Commander.  It has been a very exciting and enjoyable year.  What 

a great experience it has been.  The travels throughout the great 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the many visits to the 

Commanderies has been a wonderful experience that I will never 

forget.  The many Sir Knights that I have met during this journey 

and the friendships made will last a lifetime.  I wish every Sir 

Knight could experience what I have during the past year.  Thank 

You just does not seem like enough to express my feeling for all 

the courtesies that Lady Sonja and I have received. 

Now as we make final preparations for the 165th Annual 

Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Pennsylvania, I look back 

at how long and hard the committee has worked to make all the 

arrangements.  Especially the Chairman SK Lynn E. Shields who 

has worked many hours of many days to see that the Conclave was 

well planned.  Also, the members of the committee that have 

devoted many hours to the planning for the events.  I am 

overwhelmed by the dedication of all involved. 

The Call was published on March 1, 2018, with all the 

information pertaining to the business of the Conclave.  There are 

four changes or additions to the Constitution that are published in 

the Call.  What I consider the most significant is the Holy Land 

Pilgrimage Endowment Fund.  Should you wish to review this or 

any of the other changes please go to the Grand Commandery web 

page, they are all published there. 

We will have many honored guests attending this year and 

we will receive them Saturday after lunch.  

 

  

 

 

I also wish to thank the Elected Grand officers for their 

support during the receptions in their section and the Official visits.  

The support of the Division Commanders was also greatly 

appreciated.  Their preparation and planning for the Reception in 

their section was outstanding and very well attended.  The support 

of the Past Grand Commanders was very much appreciated and I 

cannot thank them enough. 

I know that the Sir Knights of Pennsylvania will support SK 

Benjamin Beynon during his year as Grand Commander as you 

have supported myself and the other Elected Grand Line as they 

travel this enlightening path.   

Again, I hope to see you at the 165th Annual Conclave look 

forward greeting you there. 

I will close by simply saying “God Bless”, Thank You and 

continue to, “Share the Blessing”. 

Yours in Templary, 

SK Ray K. Sheaffer, GC 
 

PRELATE’S MESSAGE   

We are in the season of spring, the time to plant 
seeds, to begin a new season of harvest.  
We are about to begin a new Commandery year as well – 
new officers, new ideas, planting seeds for a bountiful 
harvest. This reminds me of the words from the Psalmist who 
said, “He is (we are) like a tree planted by streams of water, 
which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not 
wither. Whatever he does prospers.”  (Psalm 1:3) 

To have a successful year (harvest) remember that we 
are the gardener, the one who hoes the ground, provides the 
TLC. The officers can plant the seeds, but it is up to us to 
nurture and care for the plants (the plans set forth by our 
leaders).  
And in the end, let us remember to give the honor and glory 
to the One whom we ask for guidance and strength to do the 
work, that it might be pleasing and beneficial to Him and all 
mankind.  
 

S.K. Lewis E. Burgett, Grand Prelate 
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