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Dear Sir Knights and Brethren,  
 
Have you ever read the entire Psalm 115? This psalm appears on 
our beauceant: “Not for us, Lord, not for us, but for your name 
be Glory given.” The whole of the psalm is a lot more than this 
expression of humility. The psalmist asks us to explore the issues 
of idols in our lives. Idols are not only those graven images of 
wood or silver or gold. What takes the place of God in our 
minds? For some men it is money, for others sex. Some men 
worship power and prestige or political views. Many worship 
food. What takes up our time and energy tends to be what we are 
worshipping. For us in Templary, the focus is always on how to 
live better lives of service to humanity, and in doing so glorify 
God through our Risen Savior. Humility is doing great things and 
giving the credit where it is due: to the God who loves and 
sustains us.  
 
Matthew 22:15-22, Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:19-26 all talk to us 
about idols (especially money) and how we dedicate our lives. 
Jesus is asked about paying taxes, which is a question people 
today still argue about. He responds that since the money had 
Caesar’s image on it, we should give to Caesar what is his, and 
give God what is God’s. A lot of people miss the point. You are 
made in God’s image, so therefore you are to give yourself to 
God. What you do in life is a representation of how much of 
yourself you have dedicated to God, and how much you have 
dedicated to the idols in your life.  

This is not to say that money is something that we should forget 
about, as it is a tool. It just cannot be an idol that steals away our 
love from God. This year I am asking each Commandery to try 
and hold at least one fundraiser for the Holy Land Pilgrimage. In 
this pilgrimage, pastors walk where Jesus walked and learn to 
preach such that the Gospel comes alive for people today instead 
of preaching about an old, dusty place from 2,000 years ago. Why 
is this important? Because the better equipped for preaching that 
pastors are, the better than they can lead their flocks to serving 
God and glorifying God instead of being idolaters. But to send 
these pastors, we do need the tool of money.  
 
As you do fundraisers, I would ask you to consider a basic 
business principle I call OPM: Other People’s Money. If you do a 
fundraiser, try to engage the broader community. If a fundraiser 
is only focused on the brethren, it might as well just be passing 
the hat around Lodge. Getting other people involved gets new 
and more money flowing into the charities, but also shares with 
the outside world why we are proud to be Christian Masons, 
trying to make ourselves better men while serving our Savior. 
Cooperative fundraisers might even build communities among 
groups of churches in your town. What if you could get five 
churches to each fund one fifth of the money to send a Pastor on 
pilgrimage? If you did that for five years, each of those churches 
would have better preaching and the whole town benefit. What 
would the value of the goodwill alone be towards Masonry and 
Templary? Fundraisers do not have to be what has been done 
before, but can be novel and focused on God. Ask younger 
members and non-members for ideas so that we are not always 
doing what we have always done. Be creative. Be bold. Be faithful 
to God and do work for His Glory.  
 
Blessings to each and every one of you. If I can help you, please 
contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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