
       

Sir Knights, 

Spring is here, the days are getting longer, the temperature is 

warmer, and the attitudes of those you meet on the street seem to 

reflect that hope and inspiration we all cherish.  In the past two issues 

we have been reflecting upon the symbolism of our swords.  I would like 

to thank Sir Knight Norman W. Crabbe for his research on the topic.  The 

blades of most swords have, etched upon them, the name of the Sir 

Knight to whom it belongs.  It is tradition within our Commandery that 

these swords are passed on when the Sir Knights have been called upon 

to render an account unto the Supreme Judge.  Many swords stay with 

the families, to be wielded by the next generation. Unfortunately for 

some, that next generation is not within their immediate family, and are 

passed to a newly Knighted companion.  That is how I acquired the 

sword that I now carry. 

 On its blade is etched Karl Goldsmith, who lived from 1885-1966.  

Around the turn of the century he demonstrated a trial of patience and 

perseverance, while attending Law School at Yale University. Shortly 

after graduating, he joined the law firm of Wakefield and Horner.  Before 

South Dakota was even a state, and before Pierre became the capital, 

Wakefield and Horner became partners in the practice of law, serving 

what would one day become South Dakota. 135 years later their practice 

evolved into the May Adams firm, which is thought to be the oldest law 

firm in South Dakota.  Goldsmith had a substantial office practice. He 

served without compensation for many years as Executive Secretary of 

the State Bar of South Dakota.  He served on BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS 

of SOUTH DAKOTA from 1957-58. I understand he served the craft with 

the same zeal as he demonstrated in his vocation. My prayer is that I can 

wield his sword with similar courage and integrity, leaving the next 

generation to take it up and promote Templary in the noble manner of 

those who came before us.  

 As I visit Commanderies around South Dakota, I find that the 

grand characteristics of our order, Charity and Hospitality, are evident. I 

reflect upon how my travels may relate to a Pilgrim Warrior’s pilgrimage 

of the Holy Sepulchre, as if each Commandery represents a Hermits Hut, 

where my scrip of spirit is replenished with the deeds of charity and 

beneficence by those Valiant Knights.  At times I just cannot believe how 

blessed I am to enjoy such companionship. I would like to end with those 

words we all have heard before; with faith and humility, let your light 

shine before men that they may see your good work and glorify your 

father which is in heaven. 

Yours in Faith and Zeal 

RE Jon Gonsor  

Grand Commander of Knights Templar of South Dakota 
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