
 

 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 2 
To the Grand Commandery, Knights Templar of Tennessee, and to the 
Officers and Sir Knights of the subordinate Commanderies: 

Sir Knights, going on the premise that everything we do matters, 
then supporting our charities matters. We are fortunate that we have 
two charities that we support. They are the Knights Templar Eye 

Foundation and The Holy Land Pilgrimage. 
For the past few years Commanderies would contribute either 

$5.00 or $10.00 per member. Below are suggestions on how to increase 
your donations per member. 

1. Through the course of a year the Knights Templar Eye 
Foundations sends out several mailings. Contributions made 
from these mailings counts toward your Commanderies’ 
donations.  

2. Several Commanderies in Tennessee have a specific fund raiser 
to raise funds. Some are chili, spaghetti or other types of 
meals.   

3. In all our Blue Lodges, money is collected each month for the 
Almoner’s Fund. I suggest placing some type of collection jar, 
box or hat either on the altar or Recorder’s desk for each Sir 
Knight to make a monthly donation.  

4. As the Recorder for Nashville Commandery No. 1 on the Sir 
Knight’s dues notice I have a place on the notice if the Sir 
Knight wishes to donate to KTEF. You would be surprised how 
many Sir Knights take advantage of this. By doing the above 
suggestions it relieves the burden from the respective 
Commanderies to donate out of funds that are received from 
dues only.   

Our other charity is The Holy Land Pilgrimage. This is an 
opportunity for our Commanderies to demonstrate to our Communities 
that what we as Templars do can make a difference. We can help change 

the ministry of a local minister by offering him an opportunity to walk 

and see what our Lord and Master saw over 2,000 years ago. The 
approximate cost to send a minister to the Holy Land is $4,500. I realize 
that many Commanderies simply do not have the funds to send a 
minister to the Holy Land but if each Commandery would contribute 
$161.00 this would give us a donation of approximately $4,508.00 and 
enough funds to send one minister. If each officer would contribute 
$1.25 per meeting there would be enough funds to send one minister.  

In His Service, 
Burks Taylor 

 
Grand Commander 

 
A LITTLE FELLOW FOLLOWS ME 

A careful man I want to be 
A little fellow follows me; 
I do not dare to go astray, 

For fear he’ll go the self-same 
way. 

 

He thinks that I am good and fine, 
Believes in every word of mine; 
The base in me he must not see;  
The little chap that follows me. 

 

I cannot once escape his eyes 
What’re he sees me do, he tries; 
Like me he says he’s going to be 
The little chap that follows me. 

 

I must remember as I go,  
Through Summer’s sun and 

winter’s snow 
I am building for the years to be 
The little chap that follows me. 

-Anonymous 
Although this poem is of a father-son relationship, it has a 

profound message and one that if we will allow it, can make a difference 
in each of us as Templars. Remember, every Sir Knight in your 
Commandery is watching you! If our ritual is important and we have 
Christians lessons to convey, then we must live them each day.  

Remember that the world will “judge the tree by its fruit.” The 
right person in the right time, can change the course history! Make a 
Difference Sir Knights! 

Note: As this article had to go to the editor before our Grand 
Commandery session, should the Holy Land Pilgrimage endowment fund 
be established, a future article will be written to explain this program.  
In His Service,  
Burks Taylor, Grand Commander 
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