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Knights Templar after the arrests of Friday 13th 

The Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, was the last to be put to death in 

Paris in 1314ce. These are his moving words from the scaffold: 

 “It is only right that at so solemn a moment and when my life 

has so little time to run, I should reveal the deception which has been 

practiced, and speak up for the truth. Hear me! Before heaven and 

earth and all of you for my witnesses, I confess. I confess that I am 

indeed guilty of the greatest infamy, but the infamy is that I have lied. 

I have lied in admitting the disgusting charges laid against my Order. I 

declare, and I must declare, that the Order is innocent. Its purity and 

saintliness have never been defiled. In truth, I had testified otherwise, 

but I did so from fear of terrible tortures. Other Knights who retracted 

their confessions have been led to the stake, I know. Yet the thought of 

dying is not so awful that I would now uphold my confession to foul 

crimes which were never committed. Life is offered me, but at the 

price of perfidy. At such a price, life is not worth having. If life is to be 

bought only by piling lie upon lie, I do not grieve that I must lose it.” 

Modern historians reject the trial of the Knight Templars as 

thoroughly unjust, and acquit the Order of the charges brought against 

it. The Catholic church have long held that the Order was innocent of 

any wrongdoing and a recently recovered document ‘The Chinon 

Parchment’ reveals that Pope Clement V had pardoned Jacques De 

Molay in 1314, just before his death. King Phillip who initiated the 

arrests never managed to gain the wealth of the Order as someone has 

tipped the Knights off and the day of the mass arrests the Templar fleet 

set sail from La Rochelle in France their destination a mystery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

although many believed at the time that they had set sail to Scotland.  
 The surviving members of the Order merged into other 

orders or went into hiding : 
In Portugal King Denis refused the Pope’s Command and 

instead renamed the order ‘The Order of Christ’. This order was to 

continue in history into the 20th Century and directly influenced 

European exploration and expansion for over 400 years) 
            Legends arose that some Knights fled to Scotland, where an 

excommunicated King Robert the Bruce was engaged in a battle 

against the English and it seems logical and likely that the Bruce 

would have welcome the Knights (powerful, trained warriors that they 

were), these knights fought for the Scots at Bannockburn in 1314 and 

in return were granted sanctuary, land and titles by a grateful King.          

In 1312ce The Order of Knight Templar was dissolved by the Council 

of Vienne and their remaining property was transferred to the Knights 

of St John (Hospitallers). 
In the 1440’s (130 years after the dissolution of the Knights 

Templar) Sir William St Clair, Jarl of Orkney was the most powerful 

man in Scotland, he was a direct descendant of William de St Clair the 

last Templar Grand Master of Scotland, who had died taking the heart 

of Robert de Bruce (as part of James Douglas, Lord of Douglas 

expedition) on a last crusade to Jerusalem. 
Sir William wanted to build a temple on his land at Rosslyn, 

near Edinburgh.  He sought and received a founding charter from the 

Church in Rome to build a collegiate chapel in 1446ce. His most likely 

reasons for wanting this temple would be to establish a seat of spiritual 

authority to rival King James II and to house artefacts brought by the 

Knights Templar to Scotland in 1126ce (and perhaps after the order’s 

dissolution) and inherited by the St Clair family. Rosslyn Chapel links 

the Jewish Temple through the Knights Templar to Freemasonry. It 

has now been shown by historians and researchers that the Rosslyn 

Chapel is constructed in the same style as the Herodian Architecture 

of Jerusalem and it is an exact replica of the ground plan of the King 

Herod’s Temple. The layout of Herod’s Temple was unknown to 

Archaeologists until the mid-nineteenth century, nearly four hundred 

years after the construction of the chapel.  
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