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This is the day the Lord has made, 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalm 118:24 

 
This is my final message to you as your Grand Commander.  It is 
hard to believe how quickly the year has gone by, and not just the 
year, but the last 7 that I have been privileged to serve. 
 
Chris and I have very much enjoyed our travels and meeting so 
many fine Brothers, Companions, Sir Knights and ladies along the 
way.  We will be very close to 20K miles driven this year traveling 
up and down the state.  But it was those that we got to spend time 
with that have made it all worthwhile. 
 
It is my fervent hope that though this experience I have managed 
to make a difference for this Grand Commandery that I love so 
much.  Few are given the opportunity that I was given, hopefully 
the Sir Knights will think that we are stronger now than we were 
last year. 
 
I also hope that those that are following me in the line appreciate 
the openness of communication and decision making that 
happened this year.  I suspect that my leadership style this year 
has surprised some folks along the way.  It is a very different 
situation sitting in the east than it is to be a progressive officer and 

Department Commander.  As such, it takes a different approach.  I 
tried very hard this year demonstrate that difference. 
 
It has been one of the greatest honors of my life to have served 
you, the Sir Knights of California.  I look forward to my final duty of 
conducting the 161st Grand Conclave and seeing Sir Knight 
McBroome installed as my successor. 
 
Chris and I hope to see many of you in Visalia later this month, we 
have a lot of actives planned though out the sessions, Drill Team 
Competition, Vespers Services, Grand Banquet, Commandery 
Breakfast, Men’s and Ladies Lunches, Sessions, Past Commander’s 
Association, Installation, and of course the Hospitality Room.  
Something for everyone to enjoy we hope. 
 
God Bless you all, and remember, This is the day the Lord has 
made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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