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My Fellow Soldiers in Christ;
 I greet you as your newly installed Grand Commander. I thank the Sir Knights 
of Connecticut for your Confidence in electing me as your leader. It is with the utmost 
humility I assume this mantle. I know how dangerous this is! But I need to Thank the 
following Sir Knights! First RESK Charles B. Fowler Jr. for his Mentorship for the last 17 
years, also RESK William L. Miller II for his attempts to lead me straight! Also RESK’s 
Cowie, McCollum, O’Neill, Stuart Drost, Bruce Bellmore, Randy Stevens, Jack Stevens, 
Clyde Kayser, and RESK Leonard Bucher for Installing me into the line in 2010. ALL the 
Past Grands and of course our Ladys of CT are always there! I want to Thank my Lady 
Linda for her Love and constant support! I especially want to Thank Lady Lori Cowie for 
her hard work running the craft room every year and for running the Joyce Klountz Me-
morial Bakeless Bake Sale which has raised Thousands of dollars for the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation! 
 Last month when I opened my Templar Magazine and I saw RESK Paul Chello’s 
message! I cringed! As it turns out I have been waiting to use this topic, the “Chinon 
Parchment”, since last October! I mentioned this to Paul and we both shared a laugh, 
we agreed there is so much information available, I could expound on the subject. But 
after I looked at his article, I told Paul “You left no Meat on that bone”. I therefore Rec-
ommend Sir Knights if you did not read that April Article do so! It is so well written, it is 
obvious our Past Grand Commander worked hard to bring it to us! 
 So as a result, my message is redirected! Several years ago, someone found a 
small old book at a tag sale! It looked like one of my first Ritual books and was in code! I 
opened it, and although it was in a slightly different code which utilized some symbols, 
I was reading the first three degrees of Masonry! I know!! Where am I going? Well, it 
was a book of the “Essene’s”! and I was off to Google!  As it turns out, Essenes existed 
before Christ, it was a Jewish sect in addition to the two I had heard of the “Sadducees” 
and the “Pharisees”! It is supposed by many writers that Christ may have been an Es-
sene, as he had spoken in a derogatory manner about the other two sects, but never 
did about the Essenes! Mackey states: “Essenism was exclusively and intensely Jewish 
in its membership, its usages, and its Doctrines”. The Essenes dwelt near the Dead Sea, 
and some writers say the Dead Sea Scrolls are basically the Essenes Library! Also, many 
think that not only was Christ a Essene but also John the Baptist, as they were known 
to Live in the area of the dead sea! Also, of note, the writer Lawrie in his “History of 
Freemasonry” argues; “At the building of King Solomon’s Temple, there was an associa-
tion of Men who resembled the Freemasons, and this group was known as the Essenes”. 
The similarities between the Essenes and Freemasonry is strong! As in Freemasonry, 
the Essenes taught toleration and acceptance of all religions! While Lawrie attempted 

to connect the Essenes with Freemasonry, Mackey would not go that far! I hope I may 
have peaked your curiosity about this subject, I encourage you to do your own search 
for further enlightenment on this subject “Essenes”. May the peace of Christ be with 
you my Fraters.

                                  “Live Templary, Be of Service”
Michael E. Seamon, KTCH

Grand Commander

Bakeless Bakesale

I would like to thank all the Sir Knight’s who once again supported our efforts to raise 
monies for the “Knight Templar Eye Foundation”.   Whether you sent a check to the “Ba-
keless Bake Sale” or bought raffle tickets in the Craft Room all is appreciated.  We look 
forward to your continued support next year.  Again thank you very much.  

Lady Lori Cowie, CT
Chairperson

St Elmo’s Commandry No. 9 150th Anniversary Celebration

2019 represents the 150th anniversary of St Elmo’s Commandry No. 9. The Commandry 
has moved into a new asylum at 35 Pleasant Street, Meriden, Connecticut.  In conjunc-
tion with the Grand Commandry of Connecticut we have scheduled a dinner celebra-
tion on May 19th to celebrate these two glorious events. 

The Grand Commandry will perform a rededication ceremony at 2:00pm followed by 
a festive dinner at 3:00.  This is a public event so feel free to invite a significant other.  
Note: dress for Sir Knights will be uniform, sword and chapeau, or dark suit.  Please 
RSVP by April 30th to S.K. Steven J. Chiappalone at my email, theplinkokid@aol.com  or 
phone 203-525-6027.

A commemorative coin was struck for the event and is available for a donation of 
$15.00.

SK Steven J. Chiappalone


