
  

We are a very small jurisdiction. We need to be mindful of the 
reality that we have the bare minimum number of 
Commanderies to support a Grand Commandery.  We need to 
work together, and to support, cooperate and coordinate with 
all three Commanderies.  There is absolutely no excuse for 
failure to do so, and we cannot afford it.  We refer to ourselves 
as 'companions' and we should be demonstrating that in our 
mutual support of each other.  
 
It would be ideal if we could actually attract enough new men 
to create a fourth unit - and I believe we can.  This would 
serve us well, and strengthen our base for the rebuilding of 
what was once, a strong presence in DC Masonry. This is done 
by going into the Royal Arch chapters and even the Blue 
Lodges, making presentations, explaining our ideals and 
talking about our work in the community.  This is another of 
our long and short term goals, and is already in the planning 
stages.  We are planning programs and presentations, and will 
hope to be making our presence in the Lodges and Chapters 
manifest. 
 
In the next supplements in upcoming issues of the Knight 
Templar Magazine, I will be introducing you to our Grand 
Line, with a short bio as well as some interviews, highlighting 
their plans, thoughts and work.  I hope you will take the time 
to get to know your Grand Line officers.  We are fortunate in 
that very few jurisdictions have the luxury, or are as close a 
group as we are.  Please take the time to get to know us and to 
reach out to us.  I assure you; we are all quite approachable 
and definitely want to know of your concerns, thoughts and 
ideas.  By all means, reach out to us! 
 
With all Knightly courtesy, and Christian faith,  
Douglas N. Cohen    Grand Generalissimo   

2018-2019 ~ Grand Commandery of Knights Templar 
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Sir Knights,  
As we start the new Chivalric year, I greet you well!!  Our new 
Grand Commander, REGC Kevin Mathews and his full officer 
line, have been duly elected and installed and are already 
started on the year's work.  We have already been meeting 
regularly, and plans are already laid and initiated for the 
coming year.  We have a lot to get done, and precious little 
time to accomplish an ambitious year's agenda. Where we are 
fortunate is that we are not only all on the same page, but we 
are working in a multi-year mode. While it is certain that each 
Grand Commander will have his own special projects, we are 
also planning a coherent, long term agenda which will stress 
several ideas. 
 
One of these is our community presence.  Not just the parades, 
or required obligations and duties, but a far greater outreach 
into the communities. A pet project of our RE Grand 
Commander will be to identify and reach out to local 
community churches, creating a stronger bond and presence. 
It will be an ambitious project to contact a different church 
each week; attending as a group.  We are, after all, a Christian 
order, and are planning to make that strong Christian faith 
manifest and more visible in the community.  
 
Another goal is to get back to full, correct ritual and degree 
work.  We have been slacking over the last few years, and we 
have become complacent and sloppy. This is not acceptable 
and will be a focus over this and ensuing years. This also 
refers to correct, full uniforms and insignia, appropriate and 
full opening and closing of conclaves, proper conferral of the 
orders, and Templar education. 
 



  

 


