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Sir Knights, 
 

HE IS RISEN! 

 
We have celebrated the resurrection of our blessed Savior on Easter 
Sunday. We are now in the period between Jesus’ resurrection and his 
Ascension, which we will celebrate at the end of this month. What now? 
For many of us, our first inclination may be to return to our lives as they 
had been, secure in our knowledge that our Lord has redeemed us. Some 
scholars and theologians perceive such a return to the status quo when 
Simon Peter tells a group of disciples with him, near the Sea of Tiberias, 
“I’m going fishing.” (John 21:3)  (Recall that Simon Peter was a fisherman, 
when Jesus called him.) However, Jesus was not inactive after his 
resurrection. He comforted the bereaved, appearing to Mary outside the 
tomb and asking her why she was weeping, before revealing himself to 
her. (John 20:11-18) He appears to two followers on the road to Emmaus, 
and walks with them, though they knew him not, explaining to them the 
Scriptures and illuminating their minds. He broke bread with these men, 
and they knew him. (Luke 24:13-35) For his followers, doubts and 
uncertainty persisted. Jesus met their doubts with patience, grace, and 
love. All Sir Knights are familiar with Thomas, who refused to believe until 
he saw the nail marks in Jesus’ hands and put his hand in Jesus’ side. 
Jesus invited Thomas to do so, and Thomas answered saying “MY Lord 
and my God!” (John 20:24-29)  Luke also writes of the disciples’ doubts, 
and that when Jesus appeared among his disciples and said, “Peace be 
with you,” they were terrified, thinking they were seeing a ghost. Jesus 
patiently reassured them, eating with them and opening their minds to 
understanding the Scriptures. (Luke 24:36-49) Jesus does not denounce 
Peter for the latter’s denial of our Savior before the crucifixion, instead 
asking Peter if he loves Jesus, and commanding Peter to take care of His 
flock and feed His sheep, and to always follow Him. (John 21:15-19) 
During this period between His resurrection and the Ascension, Jesus 

    

     

  

continued to meet with his disciples, speak with them, and teach them. He 
charges his followers with the Great Commission, to be his witnesses in 
Jerusalem, and to the ends of the earth, and to make disciples of all 
nations. Finally, Jesus tells them – and us – “And remember, I am with you 
each and every day until the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) As we go 
forth from this Easter, then, I encourage each of you to bear witness, and 
to share with others the love and amazing grace of our Lord and Savior. 
 
This month, we celebrate Mother’s Day. The young men of the Order of 
DeMolay have a public ceremony dedicated to celebrating motherhood, 
called the Flower Talk. I highly recommend the presentation of this 
ceremony for any Commandery looking for a program for the month. 
 
Two of the Grand Commanderies within our Mid-Atlantic Department are 
holding their annual Conclaves this month. Virginia’s Grand Commandery 
will meet May 2 through May 4. West Virginia’s Grand Commandery will 
meet May 16 through May 18. Additionally, although not within our 
Department, Pennsylvania’s Grand Commandery will be holding its annual 
Conclave May 17 through May 19. 
 
In closing, I wish to congratulate the Commanderies for their conferral of 
the Orders during this spring class. A meeting of the York Rite Planning 
Council is scheduled for Monday, May 6 at the Masonic Temple in 
Newport to schedule the conferrals for the fall. All are welcome to attend. 
 
Yours in Templary, 
John A. Eberly 
R.E. Grand Commander 

 

 

 

delaware 19  18                                                                                                                       may 2019 


