
 
to honor those Sir Knights of the Commandery who have served in 
our military.  If there is a Memorial Day Parade in your 
Community, take part in that parade.  This would give your 
Commandery exposure and exposure can lead to petitions. 
 
   The history of Memorial Day began in Charleston, South 
Carolina on May 1, 1865 when a group of former slaves chose to 
honor two hundred fifty seven dead Union Soldiers who had been 
buried in a mass grave in a Confederate Prison Camp.  They dug up 
the bodies and worked for the next two weeks to give them a proper 
burial as gratitude for their fighting for their freedom. 
 
   Memorial Day was originally called Decoration Day from the 
early traditions of decorating graves with flowers, wreaths and 
flags.  It was first observed on May 30, 1868 by proclamation of 
Illinois’ own General John A. Logan.  At the first Memorial Day 
ceremony a rather lengthy speech was given by President James A. 
Garfield.  Until 1970 the holiday was observed on May 30th.  In 
1970 the United States Congress changed the date to the fourth 
Monday of May in order to give federal workers a three day 
weekend.  That same law also declared Memorial Day a federal 
holiday. 
 
   May also has another very important day, that day being of 
course Mother’s Day.  If it were not for our Mothers, we would not 
be here.  It is they who brought us into the world and taught us our 
very first lessons.  What we are and what we will be was first set in 
motion by our Mothers.  Those of us who are married and have a 
family well know the time and dedication that each of our Ladies 
give to the family.  As Sir Knights, we are appreciative of the many 
things which our wives do for us, which will allow us to dedicate 
the many hours to Templary.  So on Sunday, May 12th take time to 
show a special appreciation to both our Mothers and our Wives for 
all they do for us. 
 
Fraternally 
 
Mark Allen Keagle, Grand Commander   
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Sir Knights: 
 
   Spring has finally arrived, the snow is gone and the trees are 
beginning to leaf out.  It is the time when we begin to look 
forward to the change of officers in our Commanderies.  The 
recorders are gathering the necessary information to complete the 
Annual Reports to the Commandery and to the Grand 
Commandery.  It is important that the reports to the Grand 
Commandery be turned in in a timely manner in order for the 
Grand Recorder to prepare the reports necessary for the Grand 
Commandery Conclave, which incidentally will be held on 
Saturday August 3rd.  At the same time, the five Inspecting 
Officers will be completing their reports on the various 
Inspections which were held during the year. 
 
   We all recognize that our membership needs some stimulation.  
Therefore, each Commandery must look to the Sir Knights who 
will be elected, for their leadership abilities and who will be 
dedicated to reaching the membership goals.  Strong leaders build 
strong Commanderies. 
 
   May is also the month when we remember those individuals 
who gave their all that this country can remain free.  A large 
number of our current membership are or were members of our 
military.  Our current Grand Commandery in enriched by military 
officers and enlisted Sir Knights who have put their life in harm’s 
way to protect our freedom. 
 
   I would request that each Commandery set aside a few moments 
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