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Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas! 

In Case We Haven’t Met 

Well, its official, I was elected to serve this glorious body as the 
Grand Commander of Knights Templar of Kansas.  I still can’t believe 
it myself, but you good men have chosen me to guide the Knights 
Templar through the next year.  I will do my best to live up to the 
confidence that all of you have shown in me. 

When perusing back issues, I noticed that, in his first issue, a new 
Grand Commander will generally take the time to introduce himself 
to the Sir Knights.  After years of inspections, memorial services, 
Easter Services, parades, conclaves and other events, most of you 
have probably met me at some time, but I will take the opportunity 
to say a few things about myself, just in case a few of you haven’t 
had the occasion.  Now the problem I find, as I face this task, is that 
I don’t know if I can come up with 500 words to say about myself.  
So, as I’m doing right here in this paragraph, don’t be surprised if 
you find me doing anything possible to come up with the necessary 
words to fill the page on this one. 

I’m just an old country boy at heart.  I’d say I come from the small 
town of White Cloud, but I live two miles outside of the town at 
that.  I live in the very house I in which I was raised as a child, fifty 
years ago now.  I’ve been in this very location most of my life, with 
stops in Baldwin to attend college, Warrensburg, Mo to get even 
more university education, and in Denver, CO where I worked for a 

few years.  Now I’m back home and on the farm, and in truth, I just 
never cared for living in the city – it is too noisy. 

In the majority of these little biographies, you’ll hear a man talk of 
his family.  Well, I never married and don’t have any children, so 
there’s couple of paragraphs where I’ll have to find some other way 
to entertain you.   I did have parents though!  My father started out 
working here on the farm until he felt the call of ministry and left to 
become a Methodist preacher before taking a job as a hospital 
Chaplin.  He remarried, which led to the blessing of my sister.  My 
mother stayed on the farm and raised myself and older brother.  
She worked as a secretary until we both had graduated high school, 
then she went off to college to become a physical therapist 
assistant.  She received better grades than I did, every semester we 
were in college together, though I attended more social gatherings 
(probably why her grades were better).  Being raised by a single 
mother did give me the enormous opportunity of spending more 
time with my grandparents though.  Both of my grandfathers loved 
to go fishing and had the patience to teach small children how to do 
it.  My grandmothers taught me how to cook and garden, plus each 
one tended to have some sort of cookies or sweets around for me 
to munch on – giving me a sweet tooth that still persists to this day. 

Well, that’s my background.  It turns out a person can take 
absolutely nothing to say and turn it into a couple of pages of 
useless information. At this point I would be remiss if I didn’t take 
the time to thank all of you again for putting your faith in me and 
electing me to serve you.  I decided that my theme for the year 
would be “To aid all who travel,” and I will expound on that in next 
month’s Knights Templar Magazine.  May the Blessings of Heaven 
rest upon each and every one of you.   

Sir Knight Jamie L. Carwell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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