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J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

Sir Knights, 

Well, it looks like that old ground hog was right, spring is finally here. The 
trees are blooming, and the grass is greening up. The dark and dreary days 
of winter are nearing their end and a new beginning is just around the 
corner. Oh, the circle of life. No matter how dark things may be today, 
brighter days are just ahead.  

 Sir Knights, that is the way things sometimes seem within our fraternity. 
As we struggle with attendance and the quality of our openings and 
conferrals, it is easy to think we should just give up. To believe it is of no 
use, that we are simply wasting our time. The apathy of some just seems 
too much to bear. But then, due to the efforts of one or two, or sometimes 
just pure luck, things change. We receive petitions. We confer the Orders 
and our attendance improves. This ignites the fire of excitement within us. 
This in turn encourages us to venture out to our Lodges and to speak to our 
brethren, and even more petitions start arriving at our doors. Sir Knights, 
I’ve seen this happen many times in the fraternity. Rowan Chapter RAM 
experienced this about 30 years ago. When I joined, they were at, or very 
near the bottom, they then rose to the top of the Chapters, receiving the 
award for the best Chapter in the state 2 years. Then, due to a few deaths 
and other circumstances they retreated quite a bit, but now are again near 
the top. Taylor Chapter too has gone through this cycle. Just 2 years ago 
things looked bleak, but now, due to the efforts of 2 or 3, things look very 
good for this Chapter. Our own Jefferson Commandery was a victim of this 
malady, but now things are looking up. By the time you read this, several 
new members will have started their journey for more Light in masonry. 
They join the six, (6) who have already sought us out.  

Sir Knights it just takes a spark to make this happen in your Chapters, 
Councils and Commanderies. Our fraternity, like life, is full of peaks and 
valleys. And just like in life, when we are at a peak, we must prepare for 
the inevitable valley that lies in front of us.  

When we are at our peak within the fraternity, we must plan for the valley 
that lies maybe 5 or 10 years ahead.  

Things will happen. Deaths will occur and we might lose some of those 
valuable members through jobs changes or other career moves. But if we 
prepare. If we train and encourage our newer members. If we instill in them 
the importance of Templar Masonry. If we become the leaders we are 
supposed to be, we can overcome these obstacles. We can continue spreading 
the Light and Knowledge of our Degrees and Orders. Sir Knights, if things 
are going well in your Commanderies, don’t become complacent. Work with 
our newer members and prepare them to take your place. And if things are 
not going as well as you would like, seek help to make changes. Remember, 
“IF IT IS TO BE, IT IS UP TO ME”!  

 Courteously, J. William Riggs, Grand Commander  
 

 UPCOMING INSPECTION CONCLAVES 

05/02/19 - Shelby No. 32 05/09/19 - Conrad H. Cates No. 37 
05/06/19 - Pikeville No. 45 05/16/19 - Jackson No. 47 
05/07/19 - Cynthiana No. 16 05/23/19 - Somerset No. 31 
05/07/19 - Duffield No. 42 05/25/19 - Covington No.7 
05/07/19 - Bowling Green No. 23 05/28/19 - Madisonville No. 27 
05/07/19 - Webb No. 1 
* Dates as the editor has them. Call before traveling and verify. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: Randall Partin; 2275 Tackett Creek Rd, Williamsburg, KY; r_partin@att.net 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
Donald Hinslea Smith 
05/31/1923 – 02/27/2019 

Grand Master 
Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar, USA 
1985‐1988 

Grand Commander  
Grand Commandery of Kentucky 
1974‐1975 
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