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 Sir Knights,    The winter months are behind us and now we can look forward 
to sunshine, trees and flowers bursting with color and lawns to mow. Other than 
the mowing my favorite time of year.  As we move forward in this Templar 
year, we realize how fast time flies. Soon August will be here and we will be 
celebrating the 163rd Grand Conclave of the Grand Commandery Knights Tem-
plar of Michigan. Lady Diane and I invite you all to attend and celebrate with us 
as we pass on the Duties of directing this Grand Commandery into the future. 
We encourage each of you to make your reservations soon with the Double Tree 
by Hilton in Bay City Michigan.  We also encourage you to make meal reserva-
tions with the Grand Session Committee early.   I wish to thank the Grand Ses-
sion Committee led by Most Illustrious Past Grand Master Brian Himes for their 
many years of Dedicated service to the York Rite Grand Session. Because of 
this committee, Michigan leads the way in providing a wonderful week of York 
Rite Unity.    A man fell to his knees and cried out Lord I cannot go on, the 
Cross I am carrying is to heavy. The Lord replied my son take your Cross into 
that room and set it down then go through this door and find another Cross you 
wish to carry. The man did as the Lord directed and went through the door and 
looked around the room which he saw many Crosses some very large and one 
small Cross laying in the corner. The man immediately went to the corner and 
picked up the very small Cross and said thank you Lord this one is much better. 
The Lord replied my son that is the Cross you just brought in.  Sir Knights we 
all have a Cross to carry Let us all carry the Cross we have been given with 
Grace and Dignity that we will be deemed worthy to receive the Crown. 
                                 Building the York Rite of Freemasonry 
                                      “Good Sir Knight at a Time”  
 
Shawn M. Bashore KYGCH 
Grand Commander 
    

The utter loneliness and excruciating pain of the Atonement begun in Gethsema-
ne reached its zenith when, after unspeakable abuse at the hands of Roman sol-
diers and others, Christ cried from the cross, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is 
to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” In the depths of that an-
guish, even nature itself convulsed. “There was a darkness over all the earth. … 
And the sun was darkened.” “And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks rent, 
”causing many to exclaim, “The God of nature suffers. ”Finally, even the seem-
ingly unbearable had been borne, and Jesus said, “It is finished.” “Father, into 
thy hands I commend my spirit. ”Someday, somewhere, every human tongue 
will be called upon to confess as did a Roman centurion who witnessed all of 
this, “Truly this was the Son of God.”  To the thoughtful woman and man, it is 
“a matter of surpassing wonder” that the voluntary and merciful sacrifice of a 
single being could satisfy the infinite and eternal demands of justice, atone for 
every human transgression and misdeed, and thereby sweep all humankind into 
the encompassing arms of His merciful embrace.  
 
Bill LeVeque KYGCH 
Grand Prelate 

      SK Shawn M. Bashore,  REGC 
     Knight Templar of Michigan 
   “One Good Sir Knight at a Time” 

Upcoming Activities 
 

May 11th–Royal Arch Day, 4 Degrees and Commandery Orders, Traverse City.  
Commandery orders and OT will be performed in ancient regalia.  Contact SK 
Loren Winn for details. 
May 12th-Mothers Day-  Remember those ladies that support us 
May 18th– Michigan Priory KYCH meeting Alma Mi. 
May 27 Memorial Day-  Parades are conducted statewide please par-
ticipate.  GC participates in South Lyon & Pinckney Contact SK 
Don Trumbull REPGC for details 

Memorial Day was originally established as  “Decoration Day”, in the years 
after the civil war ended.  History notes the Civil War ended in the spring of 
1865, having claimed more lives than any conflict inside the US.  This loss  
required the establishment of our country’s first national cemeteries.  By 
the late 1860’s, communities across our nation began traditions like decorating 
the graves of  fallen soldiers honoring those lost lives.  History is unclear 
where exactly these traditions began as so many did not keep specific records.  
In 1966, the US government declared Waterloo, New York the birthplace of 
Memorial Day Celebrations.  However it was not until 1971 that the govern-
ment confirmed May 28 as a federal holiday, MEMORIAL DAY.  Today sev-
eral traditions continue, celebrated by most Americans but certainly those vet-
erans who have survived conflicts, yet wish to honor those fallen.  One such 
tradition is the moment of silence observed on Memorial Day at 3Pm local 
time across the nation. Others include Parades, City cookouts where Veterans 
eat free, Cemetery clean ups and of course the wonderous vision of Arlington 
NC headstones lined with individual American Flags.  For all Masons and Vet-
erans, this veteran has two small requests, On Memorial day take the minute 
at 3 Pm local and observe the loss of those who served.  Second, when your 
town celebrates Memorial Day, get off your couch and attend, better yet, get 
your commandery to a parade and march to honor those who can no longer 
step off to honor our brave.  If nothing else join me in either South Lyon or 
Pinckney. 
 
SK Darel Winslow, KYCH,  
Deputy Grand Commander KT of MI 
Grand Veterans Committee, Chairman 

 M
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