
 

A chance to be visible. 
 

 Sir Knights, there is an opportunity on the horizon 

for Montana York Rite Masons to become more visible in 

our communities if we are so inclined to be. Please Sir 

Knight Koch jr, tell us more! Okay I will. 
 

 The Montana Grand Lodge AF&AM has, for a 

long time now, sponsored the Bikes for Books / Kindles 

for Kids program through the Montana Masonic 

Foundation. The programs are administered by the local 

Blue Lodges in their respective communities. This year, 

The Montana Masonic Foundation has made the decision 

to discontinue this program in 2 years. Understanding that 

this program was never intended to be a “forever” thing, 

this will put some of our smaller lodges who participate 

in this program, in a bit of a tight spot when the matching 

funding ends. 
 

 This is a wonderful program and is well received in 

all the schools that participate with their local lodges. It 

offers great publicity for the local lodges as well as 

Montana Grand Lodge. 
 

More importantly, it presents great opportunities for 
questions and answers from the parents at the schools which 

in turn creates better understanding and hopefully, 
acceptance of FreeMasonry across Montana. It is a win, 

win, win situation. 

 
 While I have not seen what the Montana Masonic 

foundation is putting forward for their new program, I do 

know that they are actively giving grants to schools, 
however that is a Montana Grand Lodge thing, not a local 

Blue Lodge thing.  

 
 I know that my local lodge will attempt to keep the 

bikes for books/kindles for kid’s program going without the 
matching funds, however there are a lot of lodges who will 

not be able to keep it going. 

 
 Now for the opportunity part. Over the next 2 years, I 

think we, Montana York Rite Masons, need to come up with 

something we can do to benefit our public schools. We can try 

to do it ourselves or partner up with our respective Blue 

Lodges in a joint venture and share in the gratification of 

doing something great for our kids and the publicity that will 

follow. 

 
 This is where we all put our thinking caps on, have 

discussions at our local levels then bring those discussions to 

our Grand Sessions for further discussion with our Grand 

Officers. It could be anything that would benefit individual 

kids or the school as a whole. It could even be continuing the 

bikes for books/kindles for kids’ program on our own. We 

have a great opportunity before us Sir Knights, let’s not let it 

slip on by. 
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