
Sir Knights and Ladies, 
     I wanted to thank you for your faith in my ability to 
lead the Grand Commandery of Nebraska. It is with a 
little trepidation I am starting the journey of serving as 
Grand Commander of Nebraska. If you do not know me 
I have served as the Master of Papillion Lodge #39 and 
am the current Master of Mizpah Lodge #302. I also 
have served as High Priest of Florence Chapter #61, 
Illustrious Master of Omaha #1, and Commander of Mt 
Calvary #1. In addition, to serving in the York Rite I also 
was Venerable Master in the Omaha Valley of the 
Scottish Rite. I originally joined Masonry in 2006 and 
started my active participation in the appendant bodies 
shortly thereafter. If you have concerns or questions do 
not be afraid to contact me at 402-290-7243. I also am 
active in different Masonic charities in the Omaha area 
and serve on the board for the Omaha Foundation and 
Masonic Home in Plattsmouth. Outside of Masonry I 
work with the Boy Scouts and reorganized a Cub Scout 
Pack at my son’s school, Our Lady of Lourdes in 
Omaha. 
     As I start off my year, I look to our past to see the 
foundation of our organization to understand our future. 
York Rite along with the rest of the Masonic bodies has 
membership concerns, but this has always been listed as 
a concern. To grow and maintain our commanderies we 
need to freshen up our conclaves and provide value to 
our members. Value is different for each person and we 

cannot meet everyone’s idea of what a conclave should 
be like, but change is good. In Omaha an illustrious 
master added an education component and also sends out 
the meeting agenda prior to the meeting to their 
members. The change has been favorable received by 
their members. The days of our members coming to hear 
a recorder read minutes is over. People want more from 
everything they do and we need to provide more to our 
sir knights. I encourage all of you to talk with the 
members of your commandries, especially new members 
and those that no longer attend and see what changes 
they would like to see. As I visit throughout the state, I 
look forward to hearing your thoughts on changes you 
would like to see made and have done and what your 
vision is for the future of all of our York Rite bodies. 
     I have a busy April and June planned with visiting the 
Grand Sessions for the members of the North Central 
Department. Once those visits are completed, I plan on 
visiting the commanderies within Nebraska and look 
forward to visiting with the sir knights of Nebraska. 
     I want to thank our outgoing Junior Past Commander 
Sir Knight Cecil Smith for an excellent job this past 
year. His focus on showing pride in York Rite is 
something we need to do. Remembering why we joined 
the organization is important when looking at recruiting 
members. His enthusiasm as a Grand Commander spread 
when he visited commanderies across the state and 
provided a spark for them to start our revitalization. 
     I also want to thank all of my grand officers for 
stepping up and serving the Grand Commandery in their 
positions. 
 
Jeffrey Coleman 
Grand Commander 

nebraska supplement                                                                                        19  18                                                                                                 may 2019  

 

 
   Daniel Marr, Editor  

danmarr@outlook.com 

Nebraska  
Supplement 


