
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Knightly Greetings,  
 
     As we move through the Templar Year with our SERVICE acronym, the letter 
“I” representing INTEGRITY will be the topic for this month’s Templar Magazine.  
It hardly seems necessary to explain the concept of integrity to Knights Templar 
for it is one of our guiding principles. To sum it up, however, it can be associated 
with such ideas as truthfulness, uprightness, trustworthiness and honor.  The 
concept of integrity has been defined as consistently doing the right thing when 
no one is watching, or it’s not convenient for you and it’s not acknowledged by 
others. 
     To elaborate further, while wandering around the internet I came upon the 
Psychology Today site and found a presentation of 7 Signs of Integrity by Seth 
Meyers, Psy.D.   
The signs are: 

1. Parents apologizing to their kids for overpunishing them or yelling at 
them.  Dr. Meyers claims that this is an absolute sign of integrity. 

2. Bosses highlighting their staffs’ accomplishments and downplaying 
their own. 

3. Romantic partners who avoid name-calling or other vicious behavior – 
noting that they may fight, but never unfairly.  

4. Drivers who (almost) never use their horn or drive aggressively. 
5. People in positions of power (doctors?) apologizing for keeping a 

captive audience waiting. 
6. Giving the other person the benefit of the doubt when circumstances 

are unclear. 
7. Volunteers who display a steady integrity by committing to ongoing 

volunteer positions that require sacrifice of time such as coaching or 
providing a service to the larger community. 

      All of which call to mind the practice of the Golden Rule, “So in everything, 
do to others what you would have them do to you….”  Matthew 7:12 NIV.   
     In conclusion, Dr. Meyers claims that “we are not born with it-or without it- 

which means that it’s a behavior-based virtue we cultivate over time.  We can set 

a goal to show more integrity in everyday life and we can reach 
 

that goal by practicing the behaviors above as well as countless others which 
too often go unnoticed.” 
     As we strive for Excellence in Templary, let us continue to cultivate ways to 
develop our personal integrity. 

 
Courteously in His Holy Name, 
S.K. David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 
Grand Commandery, State of New York 
 

 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 
     As a pastor, I have heard in my ministry many times through the decades, the 
old ancient question when someone dies—“Will I see him or her again?” The 
question remains the same. Death is a familiar, if not foreboding force that I 
have seen enter the lives of my own family members and the families of so 
many of the people I minister unto, leaving us all with the same question as the 
ancients.  
     Not much has changed—or has it. The apostle Paul picked up on the theme 
of death and what happens when we die in 1 Corinthians 15. Some had taught, 
even as in Jesus’ time, that there was no resurrection from the dead. Paul, in 
refuting this bad theology, advances a powerful argument: that the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ is not only central to the Christian faith, but it is the center point 
on the salvation plan of God in human history.  
     As such, this event has powerful consequences for eternity and for now. This 
leads us to a tremendous truth for our lives this day. In the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, God has overcome the dark tomb of our ancient despair with the bright 
promise of His new hope. We all die because we are children carrying the virus 
of sin. Sin produces death, but for all who turn to Jesus Christ through 
repentance and faith will receive resurrection life. They will be made alive.  
     Scripture teaches that when we receive Jesus as Lord, we pass from death to 
life. We are liberated from judgment. At death, we pass immediately into the 
presence of the Lord by the righteous life and sacrificial death of Jesus. We have 
new hope because there is now a new kingdom—a kingdom that promises new 
life now and eternal life when we die.  
     Because of the resurrection, everything has changed. Yet have you changed. 
Have you entered this new kingdom. Are you a citizen of this new kingdom. To 
be a citizen requires that you are a subject of the King, our Lord Jesus Christ. To 
be His subjects requires that we relinquish all other allegiances, including 
allegiance to self. Amen. 
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