
 

     In Western Europe, during the 11th and 13th centuries, a growth in population 

took place in England, some regions of France, Germany and central Italy. An 

impressive development occurred in agriculture, creating a land aristocracy, and 

at the same time increasing the pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

     Around 1000 AD, the notion of the end of the world becomes more and more 

common, so that many pilgrims head to the Holy Sepulcher for forgiveness of 

sins, along with crises of epidemics and famine that have led to the deaths of an 

impressive number of people. This ideal of purification, which was done through 

the sacrifice made by pilgrims on the tiring road to Jerusalem and back, led to the 

idea that by this sacrifice those who came to Jerusalem were forgiven of their 

sins. 

     The increasing power of the Holy Seat (the Pope), and in parallel the rise of 

Islam, led to the resumption in some way of St. Augustine's theory of the "just 

war" that turned into the "holy war". 

     If Jihad (in Arabic, ǧihād) or Djihad is a word of Arabic origin that means to 

fight, to strive, to struggle, which religiously referred to the Muslim's endeavor to 

expand the Muslim religion in the sense of being blessed by Allah, but also to a 

military obligation that became the "holy war" for Christians during the 10th – 

13th centuries, in the sense of a "just war" being "holy" only when it was decided 

by the Pope. 

     The development of commerce in the Mediterranean Sea by the great Italian 

cities, the influx of pilgrims to Jerusalem, their safety, and the fact that Jerusalem 

was under Islamic rule, led to the appearance of the Crusades. 

     By the Clermont Council in 1095 Pope Urban II issued an appeal for an armed 

pilgrimage to regain the Christian lands, support Christian churches in the area, 

whereas the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean was favorable to 

implementing such a plan1. The crusade was a special type of "just war", 

conceived at the same time morally, legally and theologically, around which a 

large part of the Christian political thought was structured. 

     By this call to crusades, the forgiveness of all those who participated was 

proclaimed, but the Christian army groups were made up of knights, mercenaries, 

and the warrior spirit encompassed both men, women, elders, and in some cases 

even children. We have to show the fact that the power of the first crusade was in 

the military orders, namely the Hospitallers, the Templars and the Teutons who 

were disciplined, well-equipped and trained to fight. 

     With regard to the "Hospital" Order (created in Amalfi - Italy in 1065), they 

entered Jerusalem in the first crusade in 1099 having a hospital for Christian 

pilgrims in Jerusalem, so that, through Pope Pascal II's Papal Bull of 15 February 

1113, the hospital received the status of order, placing it under the protection of 
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who adopts a regulation inspired by the Augustinian canons (they had a black 

robe uniform with the white cross with eight corners, on the left side, over the 

heart1). The Teutonic Knights were established after the first crusade, but they 

would provide more medical aid to pilgrims coming from German-speaking 

areas, and thus gained greater fame in Europe than in the crusades. 

     Thus, the first crusade took place in 1096-1099, which conquered Antioch, 

several cities on the Mediterranean coast and Jerusalem, being the first to end 

with military success. The armies that conquered Jerusalem were led by 

Godeffroy de Bouillon, Baldovin (Baudoin) of Flanders, Raymond de Toulouse, 

Bohemond de Terent and Tancred de Hauteville. 

 

 
 

     The conquest of Jerusalem in June 1099 was also done with the help of 

Godeffroy de Bouillon's assault machines, and the penetration into the city 

caused massive bloodshed, struggle and vengeance. The temple was robbed, but 

while the Saracens were terrified by the disaster in the city, Godeffroy walked 

barefoot and dressed in a wool garment to the Holy Sepulcher, where he wept, 

prayed, and praised the Lord. 

     At the end of June 1099, Godeffroy became the defender of the Holy 

Sepulcher, representing also Holy Apostolic Seat here as well. He is considered 

king of Jerusalem with power over David's Tower. He organized the finances, 

created feuds, and worked with the Muslims who were impressed by him. 

Although he died a year after the conquest of Jerusalem, Godeffroy became a 

legend, followed by his brother Balduin, who died in 1118 and then Balduin II, 

so that Jerusalem develops impressively during this period. 

 
1 Şteafn Mâşu, The True Templars, Phobos Printing House, Bucharest, 2008, p.26 and 
Michael Balard et al., The Crusades, Artemis Publishing House, Bucharest, p. 17- translated 
after Editions du Seuild, 1988. 
1 Ştefan Mâşu, cited works, p.29 
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