
       

It has been a trying Spring for many of our fellow Sir Knights. The 

weather has been very uncooperative. I would ask that you take a 

moment to say a prayer for our friends and brothers south of us in 

Nebraska and to many of our fellow South Dakotan’s who also face 

flooding. Many of you have enjoyed the company of our Nebraska 

brothers when they visit us during our Grand Session and also when we 

visit them at their Grand Session. They need your prayers as they 

struggle to pick up the pieces. 

I hope that by the time you have read these words the flood waters will 
have receded. The long and laborious process to rebuild will have begun. 
In the coming months you may have the opportunity to help one of 
them in need. Give cheerfully and as much as you can, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 

I read this poem the other day and it really struck me. Our farmers and 

ranchers face real hardship everyday and every year, yet we rarely hear 

from them in crisis. They pick up the pieces and rebuild and thank God 

they are still alive to continue. Here is that poem, I hope you enjoy it and 

it makes you think… 

“God, be with the rancher in Nebraska who swung open gates and drove 
away helplessly so his cattle could escape the rising waters. 

God, comfort the rancher who rushed to load as many steers as possible 
before having to leave the last 100 to drown because he couldn’t get to 
them in time. 

God, sustain the rancher who threw calves into hay lofts and enclosed 
trailers to save them from bitter cold and because he knew saving the 
calves would be easier than saving their mamas. 

God, console the rancher who has watched his barns and buildings and 
equipment get picked up and carried away by rushing water. 

God, carry the rancher who takes his tractor to go help his neighbor and 
himself gets washed away by a collapsed bridge, losing his life in the tide. 

God, help the rancher that has to move his family to higher ground, but 
watches in despair as his cows look to him for help. 

God, be with, comfort, sustain, console, and carry the rancher. God, bless 
the rancher. Amen.” 

By Blaire DeBoer 
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