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Freemasonry and the Statue of Liberty 

The maker of the statue was Freemason Frederic-Auguste Bartholdi. He 

had already made a statue of the Freemason Marquis de Lafayette for the 

city of New York, for the occasion of the centenary of the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence. 

Bartholdi sailed to America, at the suggestion of other Freemasons and 

kindred spirits in France, for the purpose of proposing the project. 

Although he had no drawings as he set sail, his Masonic biographer 

writes, as he entered New York harbor, “he caught a vision of a 

magnificent goddess (Nimrod’s Semiramis — Isis or Astarte), holding 

aloft a torch in one hand and welcoming all visitors to the land of freedom 

and opportunity”  

Returning to France, he managed to raise, through the help of a great deal 

of Masonic assistance, the sum of 3,500,000 French francs, a very large 

sum for the 1870’s. For the face of his “Goddess of Liberty” he chose his 

own mother. 

Structural framework was provided by Freemason Gustave Eiffel, later to 

be famous for the 984-feet (300-meter) high Eiffel Tower. Although 

financial support for the statue was forthcoming in France, America was 

not willing to put up the money for the pedestal. It was Joseph Pulitzer, 

the owner and editor of the New York World, who managed to raise over 

$100,000 for the project. 

On Washington’s Birthday in 1877, Congress accepted the statue as a gift 

from the French people. Bedloe’s Island, now Liberty Island, was chosen 

by General Sherman. Meanwhile in Paris the work gradually progressed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Levi P. Morton, the then Ambassador to France, drove the first rivet. The 

statue was finished on May 21, 1884, and presented to Ambassador Levi 

Morton on July 4th of the same year by Ferdinand de Lesseps, builder 

of the Suez Canal. 

 

On the American side, the chairman of the American committee to 

receive the statue contacted the Grand Lodge of the Free and Accepted 

Masons of the State of New York. It had been a tradition in America to 

have the cornerstone of major public and private buildings and 

monuments “consecrated” with full Masonic rites, ever since Freemason 

George Washington, in 1793, had personally laid the cornerstone of the 

Capitol, with the assistance of the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

 

The ceremony was set for August 5, 1884. It poured rain. The decorated 

vessel ‘Bay Ridge’ carried about a hundred Freemasons, along with some 

civil officials, to Bedloe’s Island. Freemason Richard M. Hunt, the 

principal architect of the pedestal, handed the working tools to the 

Masonic officers. 

 

Then Freemason Edward M.,L. Ehlers, Grand Secretary and a member of 

the Continental Lodge 287, read the list of items to be included in the 

copper box within the cornerstone: a copy of the United States 

Constitution; George Washington’s Farewell Address; twenty bronze 

medals of Presidents up through Chester A. Arthur [including 

Washington, Monroe, Jackson, Polk, Buchanan, Johnson and Garfield, 

who were all Freemasons]. 

 

The traditional Masonic ceremony was observed. The cornerstone being 

found square, level and plumb, the Grand Master applied the mortar and 

had the stone lowered into place. He then struck the stone three times, and 

declared it duly laid. Then the elements of “consecration” were presented, 

corn, wine, and oil. 

 

The “Most Worshipful” Grand Master then spoke a few words. He posed 

the question: “Why call upon the Masonic Fraternity to lay the 

cornerstone of such a structure as is here to be erected?” His answer was: 

“No institution has done more to promote liberty and to free men from the 

trammels and chains of ignorance and tyranny than has Freemasonry.” 
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