
           

FRATERAL GREETINGS! 

 

On behalf of the Sir Knights of Virginia, I want to thank our Right 
Eminent Past Grand Commander, Sir Knight Joel David Ratliff, KCT, for 
his time, devotion, and example of what is required of those in a 
position of leadership.   
 

Sir Knight Ratliff, we have witnessed the time and effort you have put 
forth to bring Virginia Templary into proper perspective so our great 
fraternity will continue to move forward in the years to come.  You 
sought wise council, then thoughtfully rendered decisions that would 
benefit all Sir Knights. You reminded us that sometimes the decisions 
we must make are not always pleasant but is it for the benefit of 
Templar Order. 
 

As I write this May Supplement, it is March and our Stated Grand 
Conclave and elections are weeks away.  Not to be presumptuous, I 
assume it will be your will and that of the Sir Knights that I am Grand 
Commander for 2019-20. I will be humbly honored to serve you and 
Grand Commandery of Virginia for the ensuring year.  As a Steward of 
Grand Commandery, I am responsible for planning and direction of our 
Grand Commandery. A Grand Commander’s Officers Handbook was 
provided to District Deputy Grand Commanders and Commanders of 
Constituent Commanderies earlier this year. Please review the contents 
of that Handbook and realize that through it, I am asking each Sir Knight 
to renew his commitment to the preservation and growth of Templar 
Masonry. 
 

As my predecessors, it is my most ardent desire to revitalize, 
reinvigorate, and move Templary Masonry forward in a positive way. 
After several years of observing Templar activities and events in      
 

 

Virginia, I came to the realization the we must be inspired by the Spirit 

of Freemasonry, especially Christian Masonry, if we are to keep the 

Order strong and active. Templar Masonry in Virginia must change, and 

I found inspiration in the words from Socrates: “The secret of change is 

to focus all of your energy, not on fighting the old, but on building the 

new.”   

 

We are entering the second year of a 5-Year Planning Cycle; it is “Back 
to Basics in Templar Masonry.”  To revitalize, reinvigorate, and move 
Templary Masonry forward we, ourselves, must be completely "sold" 
on "our product". Templary stands for the highest ideas of Christianity; 
it represents the noblest in humanity – it is Christianity in action!  The 
Grand Commander’s Itinerary includes Official District Visits, visits to 
every Virginia Commandery, visits to several Symbolic Lodges, and 
various Royal Arch Chapters to sell our “product” – moving Christian 
Templar Masonry forward in a positive way.  Today’s Templary consists 
of men from all walks of life, but many do not know the Knights 
Templar purpose nor what they do?  Masons are busy people and need 
to be convinced that committing their time and talent to a Knights 
Templar Commandery has value.  The Grand Commander’s Guidebook 
has thirteen small papers relevant to our purpose and values that can 
be used as Commandery Programs.   
 

We can achieve success by: retaining our membership and growing; 

improving the state of the ritual and tactics, particularly with respect to 

the Orders and Asylum Ceremonies; increasing attendance at all our 

functions both within and without the Asylum; increasing support of 

Knight Templar philanthropic endeavors; continuing to promote the 

cause of our Masonic youth; and striving for unity within the York Rite.  

I am confident that by working together, we can and will prevail!  
 

Courteously, 
Benjamin F. Hill 

Benjamin F. Hill, KTCH 

Grand Commander 
 
 

 

 

virginia supplement 19 18 may 2019 

Editor: S.K. J. Jeffrey McClelland, KCT, 652 Punchbowl Lane, Jamaica, VA 23079 
804.240.7367, Jeff.of.Jamaica@outlook.com; http://www.knightstemplar.org/gckt/va/ 

VIRGINIA SUPPLEMENT 
 

Embrace the Challenge                                                                          
Stand Up—Stand Out—Be Visible                                                                                                                     

Be Proud to Be A Knight Templar M  E  M  B  E  R  S  H   I  P

T E M P E R A N C E   --- P R U D E N C E

GRAND COMMANDERY OF VIRGINIA

K T

 V
A



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 11.000 x 8.500 inches / 279.4 x 215.9 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'improved'
      

        
     -4
            
       D:20190328154915
       792.0000
       US Letter
       Blank
       612.0000
          

     Wide
     1
     0
     Full
     116
     227
    
     QI2.9[QI 2.9/QHI 1.1]
     None
     Right
     27.0000
     6.4800
            
                
         Both
         4
         AllDoc
         174
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     21.0600
     Right
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus3
     Quite Imposing Plus 3.0c
     Quite Imposing Plus 3
     1
      

        
     0
     1
     0
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



