
WEST VIRGINIA SUPPLEMENT  
Sir Knight Chris Pedersen, Editor 
22 Blacktop Drive Davisville, WV 26142 
wvtemplarmason@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Greetings Sir Knights, 
 Sir Knights this will be my last magazine supplement as your Grand 
Commander.  I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you who have 
helped me this year. Without your help this Grand Commandery could not have 
succeeded.  It has been an amazing year traveling and meeting Sir Knights from 
all over the world.  If I didn’t have the opportunity to visit your commandery, 
please accept my apologies. I would like to have visited all the commanderies, 
but with a young family and job it does make traveling a challenge. 
 Assuming you receive this the first week of May, Grand Conclave will be 
just a couple weeks away.  I hope you have made plans to join us in Wheeling on 
the 16th, 17th, and 18th.  We have booked a beautiful facility at Oglebay Resort 
for the 145th annual Grand Conclave. 
 We have a solid line of Grand Officers who I feel will be able to move 
this Grand Commandery forward and I look forward to working with them in the 
future.  A big thank you goes out to these officers for stepping up and serving.  Sir 
Knights, you have no idea the commitment of time and energy these individuals 
have put forth to serve you. 
 Commanders and recorders, when you arrive at Grand Commandery 
please have a date and time for which you would like to schedule your 
inspection.  Remember, you must work with the Grand Officer inspecting your 
Commandery as it is up to him when you will do the inspection. This year we had 
Commanderies that didn’t schedule their inspections until very late in the year 
and this makes it difficult for the Inspecting Officer to make his schedule.  
Remember Sir Knights, most of the officers are also officers in other bodies that 
require their time and the further out these schedules can be worked out, the 
better it is for all concerned. 
 I am hopeful that the legislation to change the number of Sir Knights 
required to hold a meeting will be adopted at this Grand Conclave.  There are 
several Commanderies that are having a hard time meeting the required number 
of nine members from that commandery to meet.  If this legislation is adopted, 
we will still need nine Sir Knights to open the meeting but only be required to 
have five from the Commandery that is opening. This way if we have visitors, we 
can use them to achieve the required number of nine. 
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Let me leave you with one last thought. THE YORK RITE MATTERS. Please 
attend your Commandery’s meetings and be active in recruiting new 
members.  There are new members out there just waiting to be asked to join. 
Don’t be bashful in asking Brother Masons to join the York Rite.   
 It’s been an honor and a pleasure to be your Grand Commander.  I 
will remember and cherish this the rest of my life.  
Stay safe in your travels and I hope to see you in my mine. 
Fraternally yours, 

Daniel A. Witschey 
Daniel A. Witschey 
Right Eminent Grand Commander  

Upcoming Events: 

145th Grand Conclave of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of the 
State of West Virginia to be held at Oglebay Resort and Conference Center in 
Wheeling from May 16th, 17th, and 18th, 2019. 
Knights Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage  

GUIDELINES FOR THE SELECTION OF MINISTERS 
The following are the selection criteria suggested for use in choosing ministers for the 
Knight Templar Holy Land Pilgrimage.  Please carefully consider these guidelines before 
inviting ministers to apply.     
Ministers to be considered should:    
•Have never traveled to the Holy Land before.   
•Be serving in some form of Credentialed Ministry (Ordained, Certified, Licensed, etc.) 
A copy of the minster’s credentials (certificate or letter) is to accompany the 
nomination form.    
•Be currently serving in a leadership ministry, with regular preaching responsibility.  
This means that they are employed by the church in a leadership role and that ministry 
is considered their primary source of income.  
•Have served at least one year in full time ministry in a primary leadership role as 
pastor / minister.   
•Have at least ten years of full-time service remaining in their active ministry. This 
opportunity is intended to enhance the ongoing preaching, teaching and overall biblical 
understanding of the participant, and in turn, benefit those they serve.   
•Be of good physical health (if the idea of walking a brisk mile or more – uphill, non-
stop, with steps - is a concern, this may not be the program from which this person 
would benefit).  This is a physically rigorous program. We average 5 – 7 miles of walking 
each day.  Many surfaces are uneven, unpaved, with steps and some steep inclines.  
•Be willing to travel with an ecumenical group of other ministers from many 
denominations and religious groups, both male and female ministers, and maintain a 
professional and courteous attitude toward all.   
•Be willing to travel in a program sponsored by the Grand Encampment of Knights 
Templar of the USA, an appendant organization of Freemasonry.   
•Be willing to travel without their spouse.  This is non-negotiable.   
•Have the understanding that this is a strenuous educational and spiritual study 
seminar / historical & cultural immersion experience and not a vacation trip. 
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