
 

  
TIME! 

Sir Knights: 

 

What is worth more than your time?  Our lives are full of little lessons that we 

may miss if we are not paying attention. Please allow me to share one of my 

life’s most valuable lessons.   

 

During the early years of my relationship with my Lady Cheri, I was in college. 

She was working out of town and would travel 5 hours after work to be home 

with the kids and me during those precious two days away from her job. In the 

beginning she spent much of that time catching up on laundry, cleaning, buying 

groceries and running errands, which was certainly not much fun for any of us.  I 

quickly learned that if I had all those chores done before she got home, we 

could enjoy that time together as a family.  I thought this was a great game 

plan, but Cheri felt she needed to reciprocate with a kind gesture in return. I 

remember that on one of those days off, she rolled up her sleeves and made 

homemade Spudnuts for me.  She mixed and cleaned, kneaded and cleaned, 

raised the dough and cleaned, fried and cleaned, and frosted, then cleaned up 

one last time.  Oh, man! Were those Spudnuts ever good! All day long though, 

all I could think about was how I would rather have had her time.  I don’t want 

to leave the impression that I was ungrateful, because I certainly was not. It was 

a gift from the heart from my little Greek girlfriend as a special treat for me, but 

I realized with a touch of regret that we had missed out on most of the day.  

When the last Spudnut was gone, so was the time she had taken to make them. 

 

Earlier this Masonic year, I was able to free up some time to attend a Scottish 

Rite dinner and meeting.  I am not a member of the Scottish Rite, but I was 

pleased to be invited, and I took full advantage of the opportunity.  It was the 

 

 
 celebration of Brother Richard Rader’s 50 years of service to the Scottish Rite.  
It was remarkable evening of fellowship and fun.  Richard always had a joke to 
tell and a smile on his face, and this special night was no exception.  None of us 
could know that this would be Richard’s last appearance at any Masonic 
function.  Brother Richard Rader passed away in March.  That celebratory night, 
honoring his 50 years in Scottish Rite and of companionship and joy, will forever 
stand out in my memory.  How blessed I was to share that night with Richard 
and his son James.  
 

I encourage you all to look at your hours, your days and your lives.  Spend time 

with your families and loved ones.  Enjoy the little moments, like going out for 

ice cream. Embrace the big moments, like that long-planned vacation of a 

lifetime.  Carve out some of your day to attend your Blue Lodge, Commandry, 

Scottish Rite, or whatever appendant body or event may be on your calendar.  

Give the gift of your time and realize how rewarding it is.  Life is like a camera.  

Focus on the important parts. Capture the good times.  Make some memories, 

because all too soon those memories will be like photos in an album – all you 

have left to touch and savor. 

 

Speaking of time, I would like to point out that this year marks the 900th year of 

The Knights Templar.  It was founded during the years 1118-1119 according to 

the historical time line from the Recorder’s history pages.  Please keep your ears 

and eyes open for a possible celebration of this momentous event.   

 

What is worth more than your time?  Absolutely nothing.  It is the one gift that 

will never gather dust in the back of a closet or be used up and then forgotten. 

In the end, it is all you truly have that is yours alone to give, so gift it wisely and 

without rancor or resentment. 

 

God Bless 

Greg Shiek 

Grand Commander of Wyoming 

 

“It's exciting to see things coming up again, plants that you've had 

twenty or thirty years. It's like seeing an old friend.”  
― Tasha Tudor, The Private World of Tasha Tudor 
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