
 

 
 

GRAND YORK RITE AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP 

 
 On March 25, 2009, at James Faulkner Community College in Bay Minette, Alabama, 

Past Grand Commander MacArthur Davis, Monroeville Commandery No. 47, assisted by Sir Knight 
Robert Mayer, also of Monroeville Commandery, presented a $1000 Knight Templar Scholarship to 
Ms Tiffany Day on behalf of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Alabama.  Ms Day was 

accompanied by her aunt, Ms Melanie Bankhead, who had received a similar scholarship award in 
1975. 

 

L to R: MacArthur Davis, PGC, Tiffany Day, A $1000 Knight Templar Scholarship Recipient for 

2009, Tiffany's Aunt Melanie Bankhead and Sir Knight Robert A. Mayer. 
 

EYE RESEARCH 

 
 The Knights Templar Eye Foundation provides service to people with needs relating to the 
eyes in three different ways.  First is the payment for operations on the eyes; second is to provide free 

tests for seniors; and the third is the series of grants to doctors and other scientists who are conducting 
research on diseases of the eyes. 
 The third service listed above is one of the most exciting activities of the Knights Templar 

Eye Foundation.  Other aspects address cures or treatments.  The research deals with prevention.  We 
are particularly concerned with eye diseases that attack children.  Certain ones deal with a lack of 
cleanliness or a lack of proper nutrition.  Such maladies are particularly prevalent in poor countries.  

Understanding them and helping prevent them is one of the main services that our country can 
provide to third world nations who critically need our help. 
 The Eye Foundation is fortunate to have the free services of a group of the finest eye 

specialists is the world.  These doctors annually review the large group of proposals which are sent in 
by researchers, and they recommend the grants to be made.  In general, checks of either $15,000 or 
$30,000 are sent out to the selected institutions.  The total of all these grants usually amounts to about 

$600,000 per year (Note: this information is from an undated download from the Grand Encampment 
website – current figures may be different – TFC).  As the years have gone by, the Knights Templar 
Eye Foundation has come to be recognized as one of the most important supporters of eye research. 

 One of the really important results of our support has been the follow-on money that has 
come from the National Institutes of Health or other governmental bodies.  We have reports of some 
projects having received over one million dollars of additional funds.  The Eye Foundation 

contribution was instrumental in the “proof of concept” for the research; the federal government then 
recognized its importance, and has continued the work.  Without us, it may never have gotten started 
at all.  Your annual contribution has accomplished all that. 
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EASTER OBSERVANCE AT CYRENE COMMANDER 
 

 The Easter Observance for Birmingham Metro York Rite Bodies, sponsored by Cyrene 

Commandery, was at 6:00 PM on Good Friday, April 10th, at the Temple.  The fellowship at this 
observance was enjoyed by all and was a wonderful way to begin Easter weekend when we observe 
the gift of our Savior Jesus Christ’s miraculous resurrection.  It was an open meeting with the ladies 

of the York Rite Ladies Auxiliary preparing and serving our meal.  The Reverend Steve Brown, 
Director of the Brother Bryan Mission, spoke about the Mission’s work in bringing a Christian 
renewal to the lives of those that accept the program that the Mission offers and also the renewal 

that Easter offers to all Christians. 
 

BIRMINGHAM METRO YORK RITE DEGREE TEAM 
 

 Birmingham Metro’s Degree Team continues to work and has assisted several Lodges 
with the ‘work’ during the past year. 
 The degree team is anxious to assist in putting on the degree work for any lodge that 

needs them. The members are York Rite Members and they meet for practice on the first 
Wednesday of each month at 6 P. M. They meet at the Metro York Rite Temple in Irondale.  All 
York Rite Members are invited to join the team. The team has a lot of fun and enhances its 

performance skills through practice. You will enjoy the good fellowship and work. Dues are $5.00 
per year, which covers mail and postage expenses.  
 Any lodge desiring our team to help should contact the President of the team, L. G. Eads, 

at 205-674-1927, Sec/Treas O. B. Brand, MD, at 205-798-3563, or any member. 
 

BIRMINGHAM METRO YORK RITE LADIES AUXILIARY 
 

 The Birmingham Metro York Rite Ladies Auxiliary plays an important part in the 
endeavors of their men, as they conduct the business of their fraternal obligations.  The Auxiliary 
was created to help York Rite Masonry.  As the Auxiliary cater meals, they then spend the money to 

better the York Rite Building.  They also provide money, hospitality food, and gifts to help support 
the Grand York Rite Meeting that is held each year in February.   
 The Auxiliary has had a great year under the leadership of President Anne George.  The 

Ladies participated in a Fashion Show at the Grand York Rite in February, put on by Coldwater 
Creek.    They are still hearing raves, even from ladies in other states.  A couple of times a year the 
Auxiliary treats themselves for all the hard work by taking a shopping trip, or a group lunch.  The 

Auxiliary has on order a new sofa for the Lobby of the Metro York Rite Building.  They plan to host 
another Old Fashioned Masonic Christmas in December at the Birmingham Metro York Rite. 
Details will be provided later.   Their projects are many for this year.   

 Two of their beloved members were called to be with our Lord and Savior Jesus in 
Heaven this past week.  They were Ethel Lee, and Martha Lee.  Both will be missed greatly, and 
they will not be forgotten. 

 The Auxiliary’s members are the wives, sisters, mothers, and friends of Masons.  The 
meetings are at 9:00 AM on the third Saturday of each month, the same time that the men meet.  
They have found that the men’s attendance is more frequent if their wife or lady friend attends with 

them.  The ladies meet in the Conference Room, while the men meet in the Lodge Room, and 
afterwards all gather in the Dining Room for lunch.  If you have anyone interested in membership, 
they can contact President Anne George (205/853-3480), or Secretary Brenda Wade (205) 527-

3581). 
 


