
 

GRAND COMMANDER’S MESSAGE FOR JUNE 2009
“Be Strong in the Lord” 

 
The month of June brings many things, weddings, vacations and a holiday that, in 
spite of its historical importance, is not a Federal Holiday. It is FLAG DAY!  For on 
14 June 1777 during the Second Continental Congress a resolution was passed 
which adopted the Flag of the United States.  As no flags were issued and most 
were home made, there is little record as to when and where it was first used.   
One of the earliest artifacts showing the “Stars and Stripes” is an engraved 
powder horn belonging to Lt. Christopher Hutton, who is shown on the original 
siege muster roll at Fort Schuyler in 1777, as well as on the official New York State 
regimental list.  This powder horn is marked “Chris Hutton 1777” and shows  an 
Indian with a musket and tomahawk and a mounted figure, and curled and 
blowing in the wind there is a very clear Stars and Stripes with 6 stars clearly 
visible. 
 
Flag Day is first mentioned in 1861 and was held as a day of prayer for the Union.  
However, it did not become a tradition at that time.  In the 1880’s Bernard J. 
Cigrand took up the cause with the aid of the school children of Chicago, IL.  This 
celebration was repeated the next year and Cigrand is generally given credit as the 
father of Flag Day. In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation 
establishing June 14 as Flag Day.  However, it was not until President Harry S. 
Truman, a very active Freemason, signed an actual Act of Congress that the 
observance of Flag Day was formally established.  It was not, however, made a 
Federal Holiday. 
 
Our Flag is the most recognizable emblem of out country and has a fascinating 
history. We as Masons have many opportunities to display our Flag and to support 
our youth groups at the same time, by asking them to present the Colors or do a 
Flag tribute at installations or other occasions.  The National Sojourners also have 
an excellent Flag program that may be used at public occasions. I would 
encourage all to read up on our Flag’s History and to encourage others in the 
proper display and care of our Flag.   
 
 
I would like to introduce our new Grand Warder.  He is Sir Knight Harold N. “Hal” 
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I would like to introduce our new Grand Warder.  He is Sir Knight Harold N. 
“Hal” Barker, a very active Mason.  He began his Masonic career in 1964 in 
Santa Paula, CA.   He later moved to the Placerville area of California where he 
became Master of El Dorado Lodge No.25, and was awarded the Hiram Award in 
2002.   Hal is a member of the Scottish Rite and received the 33rd Degree in 
2007.   He is a Past Commander of Auburn Commandery No. 52 and is present 
Commander of Vacaville  Commandery  No. 3, and has recently been elected to 
the Knight York Cross of Honor.   He belongs to various Shrine organizations and 
is a Past Potentate (2006) of Ben Ali Shrine. A few of his other Masonic bodies 
are the Royal Order of Scotland, National Sojourners, York Rite College, AMD, 
and ROJ.  He is a retired Sheriff of El Dorado County with a very extensive law 
enforcement background.  We all welcome him to the Grand Commandery of 
California. 
 
Fraternally, 
William D. Robertson 
Grand Commander 
 

GRAND COMMANDER’S ITINERARY – 2009 
 
Jun   9  San Diego Commandery No. 25           Reception  
Jun  11  Golden West Commandery No. 43           Reception 
Jun  13  Ventura Commandery No. 18                     GYR Reception 
Jun  19  Riverside commandery No. 28           Reception 
Jun  20  Orange County Commandery No. 36         Reception 
 
Jul   3       Los Angles Commandery No.9                    Reception  
Jul   4                      Newhall              Parade 
Jul   5                      San Luis Obispo                                              Ice Cream Social 
 
Aug 1                      Alameda  (East Bay York Rite)                     GYR Reception 
Aug 2                      Palo Alto                                                          GYR Picnic 
Aug 3                      Vacation to East Coast 
Aug 15-18              Roanoke, VA                                                    64th Triennial 
 
Sep  4                      Return to California  
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