
 

Grand Commander’s Message 
Sir Knights, 
 
Justly, I am still beaming from the Knights Templar Ball.  Again, I want to thank 
our Grand Commandery Officers for attending. All eligible officers were in 
attendance, which really helps show all Templars, Companions, and Brothers 
the support we pride ourselves in this year. Gentlemen, my heart bursts with 
pride for you! 
 
As we begin the long hot summer in front of us, travel is coming to the 
forefront for others as well as for me. Having some of us away, we will need the 
continuing help and support of our dais officers who step up and take on more 
and more. I am hoping all our officers are seeing what it takes to be in a Grand 
Commandery Line: teamwork. Sir Knight Doug Robertson is doing an excellent 
job that should make all of you proud. Lots of jobs are unknown to many Sir 
Knights, such as the day-to-day communication we deal with. The rigidity of our 
Grand Encampment commits us to special jobs occurring from time to time, and 
these we are dealing with one at a time. While they are minor in the eyes of 
most, they make for the betterment of the Templar order. We are not working 
alone any more … New Mexico, California, Utah and Nevada are working closer 
than you can imagine now. Our numbers dictate that we must work together to 
stem the tide and continue our path of growth.  
 
I see more and more involvement with our newest members than ever before. 
A word of friendly advice: if you overload them, you had better mentor and 
protect them also. Always remember those you take care of today will take care 
of you in the future. Give them reins to run, but be there for them if they falter.  
 
Below are some famous Freemasons that you may not remember: 
Elisha Hunt Rhodes (1842-1917) – Anyone who has seen U.S. filmmaker Ken 
Burns’ epic PBS production “The Civil War” will be familiar with the name of 
Elisha Hunt Rhodes, as Brother Rhodes’s war diary was one of the chief sources 
quoted throughout. In it, as a member of the Union Army of the Potomac, 
Rhodes speaks of an incident at Gettysburg where he witnessed Union soldiers 
retrieve the body of a ‘Rebel’ and provide a proper burial, as they had 

determined that the Confederate was a brother Freemason. Rhodes states 
that he did not understand these actions at the time, but within a year he 
joined The Craft while on leave in Rhode Island, and such was his dedication 
that he rose through Masonic ranks to become Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Rhode Island (1892-1893).   
 
“Colonel” Harland David Sanders (1890-1980) – The founder of the KFC food 
chain, Colonel Harland Sanders established a foundation which aids charities 
with more than a million dollars in grants each year.  Sanders’s Kentucky Fried 
Chicken (KFC) outlets are found world-wide. He perfected his “original recipe 
of 11 secret herbs and spices” in 1939. When he died in 1980, his body laid in 
state in the Rotunda of the Kentucky State Capital.  Sanders was the mentor of 
fellow Freemason Dave Thomas of Wendy’s restaurants fame.   
 
David (Dave) Thomas (1932-2002) – Dave Thomas was an orphan, but as 
founder of the popular Wendy’s Old-Fashioned Hamburgers restaurant chain, 
he became a self-made man. Publicly he was the grandfatherly star of 800 TV 
commercials; privately he did extensive work promoting the cause of orphans. 
The fact that the hamburgers at Wendy’s are square is a reminder of Thomas’ 
motto: “Never cut corners.”  Thomas was raised to Master Mason in Sol. D. 
Bayless Lodge No. 359, Fort Wayne, Indiana, and received the 33rd Degree, 
N.M.J., on 16 November 1961 in Fort Wayne. He was active in the Scottish Rite 
Philanthropies, including their Children’s Hospital program. I have also 
wondered if Dave Thomas’s square burgers had another meaning.  
  
Thomas John Watson (1874-1956) – A self-made American industrialist and 
billionaire businessman, Watson was President and Chairman of International 
Business Machines (IBM) from 1914-1956. He was one of the richest men of 
his time and was called “the world’s greatest salesman.”  Now you know 
where the new name IBM uses, “Watson,” came from. 
 
Why are these men important?  To show you that they were very famous 
people at the time, and even though they may fall from history someday, we 
are to remember them as Freemasons, no matter how long ago they worked 
in the quarries. 
 
Fraternally Always, 
 
Hamilton “Zach” Zachary,  
Grand Commander 
Grand Commandery of Arizona  
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