
 

 

 

 

 

 

PART ONE OF TWO. 

(This is a trip report that will be given at Grand Session by Pastor Matt 
Ehlers, who was the last recipient of the Trip to the Holy Land. His bio, will 
also appear in another issue.  editor) 

To the members of the State of Kansas Knights Templar, 

I wish to thank you for this wonderful opportunity to travel to 
the Holy Land.  Also, a special thanks to Pastor Roger Walls, 
who nominated me for this trip. Roger was a large part of my 
decision to enter into the ministry, and gave me my first 
opportunities to speak, and lead a service. I am forever 
grateful to Roger on many levels. 

How do I condense this trip into a short narrative? It is the 
same idea of condensing an entire orchard into just one 
orange. It is an impossible task. However, our guide on the trip 
told us that in Israel, the impossible, IS possible, it just takes a 
little more time.  

My fear of flying was quickly overcome, as I spent roughly 35 
hours flying for this trip. I asked the Lord to take away my 
anxiety and fear, and He answered my prayer.  

Israel is a beautiful country. A blend of modern hustle and 
bustle that runs right by 6,000-year-old ruins. The people not 
only embrace the heritage and history of the area, they 
celebrate it, restore it, and preserve it for future generations. 

We were the fortunate guests in a country where our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ was born, lived, died, and rose from the 
dead. The entire time there, I could feel Christ right next to me, 
leading me, speaking to me, and helping me to understand His 
ministry on a deeper level. 

We followed the life of Christ from His birth in Bethlehem, to 
His ministry in Galilee, to Jerusalem, where He was 
interrogated by Pilate, and we followed His last walk in human 
form, as he carried our sins to Calvary. 

Our guide was a Jewish man, well versed in Christianity and 
the Muslim faith. This allowed for us to get a perspective of the 
Holy Land that I don’t think we ever would have gotten from a 
Christian guide. It truly made the trip a wonderful blessing to 
see Christ from the perspective of all three religions that 
populate the area. 

Myself, I am a huge history nerd. I am fascinated by the 
accomplishments that the ancient people and the primitive 
tools that they used. To see the size of some of these building, 
and how some still stand after thousands of years is a truly 
amazing thing in and of itself. Now add in the fact that Jesus 
Christ was in and around these structures, and it just floods 
your mind with a feeling that both connects you to Christ, and 
at the same time, reminds you, that you are truly not worthy of 
Heaven, with out God’s grace, and the Forgiveness found in 
Christ. 

Thank you 

 Matt Ehlers 

Fraternally yours, 

Sir Knight John T. Staton 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 

of Knights Templar of Kansas 
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