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shelter, and friendship. I know from personal experience that I am ‘preaching to the choir’, and I am proud to 
be one of  you. Keep up the Good Work!         

  
 

 

June, 2018 

 

 

participate. Make your voices heard. There will be a divine service and banquet on Sunday 
evening and the Grand Commandery will reconvene on Monday Morning. I look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 A number of significant events transpired in May. One such occurred on May 12, 
when Past Grand Commander George Brooks and the Widows Sons sponsored a bike ride 
fundraiser for the Holy Land Pilgrimage. This is the second year that George has put this 
together and we deeply appreciate the support for one of our most important programs. The 
Grand Commandery of Kentucky began sending ministers shortly after the Grand Commandery 
of Michigan organized the program in 1977, and holds the distinction of being the first state to 
join with them. The program is now directed by the Grand Encampment and additional details 
about the program can be found on their website. Nominations can be made by any 
Commandery, and every Commandery is encouraged to propose potential pilgrims. Particularly 
in the early years, this was a very popular program, and this Grand Commandery sent someone 
almost every year. It was not unusual to send multiple ministers, and at least one year we sent 
five! We do have a confirmed attendee for the first time in a number of years for the 
Pilgrimage in February of 2019. 
 The end of May also marks the end of our Inspection cycle. I have received most of 
the inspection reports and will shortly begin compiling the results. I would encourage each of 
you to continue to work at improving the ritual and tactics. I have seen the results of hard 
practice in a number of Commanderies; in others I have seen the results of less than stellar 
effort. Sir Knights, becoming the best is never easy, and I commend those who are exerting the 
effort to do so. Those who founded our Commanderies loved the work enough to devote the 
time and effort to become proficient. They had to, in order to have a charter issued. We owe it 
to them to keep their legacy alive. I realize that a number are struggling to have enough 
members attend to open; however I submit that positive encouragement of those you have 
attending, practicing what you can do, will attract more attendance. Attempting to live on the 
memories of those who have passed on will leave the Commandery as dead as those who used 
to attend! We must look to the future and I am encouraged with the number of knightings that 
have occurred this year. I have been privileged to attend a number, and to participate on 
several occasions. If you have candidates and are unable to confer the Orders, contact your 
Division Commander, myself, or the Grand Recorder. We will ensure that the work is done.  
As the ‘nightfall of age’ rushes more and more quickly upon us. And that Hope is in our ‘once 
crucified, but now resurrected and exalted Redeemer, who can alone afford that strong 
consolation which the world can neither give nor take away’. Ever remember that hallowed 
sacrifice on Calvary!               (Continued on Next Page) 
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EDITOR-J. B. HITT   8110 SPRING ORCHARD  CT. 
LOUISVILLE 40218   jbhitt@att.net 

Sir Knights,  
As this month’s newsletter is arriving in your mailbox, we are 

only days away from our final planning session for the Annual Conclave. In 
a little over three months, we will gather at the Embassy Suites in 
Lexington to conduct the business of the Grand Commandery and to select 
those who will lead our organization in the coming years. Make your plans now 

to be there. Mark your calendar for the third week in September and come and 
participate. Make your voices heard. There will be a divine service 
and banquet on Sunday evening and the Grand Commandery will 
re-convene on Monday Morning. I look forward to seeing you 
there. 

 

 

(Continued from Page 1) 
I would draw your attention to a couple of other upcoming events; The 67

th
 Triennial Conclave 

of the Grand Encampment will be held August 18th through the 22nd in downtown Indianapolis. 
This will probably be the closest opportunity you will have to attend one of these events in a 
number of years. Information for reservations, registration and etc. are available on the Grand 
Encampment web site. All knights are welcomed to attend. 

The annual Paducah York Rite Festival is set for July 28. You can contact the Eminent 
Grand Generalissimo, Sir Knight Marvin Blaine for further information. I am sure candidates, 
visitors and help are all welcome. 
 Much of my article this month has dealt with various events; things past and things 
planned. But that is what life is; the things we’ve done; the things we hope to do, and the things 
that seem to happen to us along the way. The ancient phrase, “Time and tide wait for no man”, 
becomes more and more meaningful as the years go by. We are reminded in our ritual that we 
do have a source of hope, however, as the ‘nightfall of age’ rushes more and more quickly upon 
us. And that Hope is in our ‘once crucified, but now resurrected and exalted Redeemer, who can 
alone afford that strong consolation which the world can neither give nor take away’. Ever 
remember the hallowed sacrifice on Calvary! 

Sir Knights, much Good Work is being done by Templars in the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. I see and hear of it almost every day. Keep it up, and as always, continue His faithful 
soldiers unto death. 
 Courteously,    Randall Partin   Grand Commander 

DEATH 
All of the York Rite members in Kentucky were saddened at the death of Past Grand High Priest 
C. Victor Ramey on April 15.  Vic served as Grand High Priest in 1991 and was well known 
throughout the Commonwealth. An educator, he worked for Morehead State University and 
most of his memberships were in that area.  He frequently traveled around Kentucky giving 
Masonic lectures on a variety of topics, as well as Freemasonry.   

MASTER CRAFTSMAN PROGRAM 
The Valley of Louisville continues to utilize a group study program every fourth Sunday at the 
Scottish Rite Temple under the direction of Sir Knight Jim Bullis.  This study is a very valuable aid 
to learning what Freemasonry is meant to be, is free, and an enjoyable activity.  This study group 
Shas proved to be an excellent forum and I heartily recommend such activity in the other 
valleys.                                     ANNUAL GRAND YORK RITE SESSIONS 
This is being provided to encourage all of our knights to give consideration to attending the 
annual Grand Commandery conclave which will be held beginning Sunday, 16, 2018, at Embassy 
Suites in Lexington.  All events are in the hotel. 
Typically registration opens for all voting delegates at 1 P.M. on Sunday in the hallway outside 
the meeting rooms in the convention center.  A voting delegate is any member who has served 
as Commander of his own Commandery.   
At 3 PM the Kentucky Chapter of the Philalethes Society will meet and membership is NOT 
required to attend this meeting. This meeting lasts about an hour and provides a forum for any 
Master Mason to present a paper on any Masonic topic. 
At 6 PM the Memorial Service dinner will start and the dress is uniform or red or purple coat or 
sport coat or suit.  There are no introductions and the hour is devoted to conversation and 
fellowship around the table.  Price is about $45.  
At 7 PM the York Rite Memorial Service will be held.  This service honors those of our fraters 
who have passed during the year since last September.  A short homily will be offered, hymns 
sung, and a free will offering taken to support the KTEF, RARA, and CMMRF. 
On Monday morning at 9 AM Grand Commander Randall Partin will open the Grand 
Commandery in full form.  Past and present Kentucky Grand Officers will be introduced as well 
as visiting grand officers from other jurisdictions.          (Conclusion in July Supplement) 
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