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Louisiana York Rite Calendar: see http://www.yorkrite.org/la/  
 
 
 

 
 

Travis Holley Receives KCT 
 

 
Travis M. Holley (center), PGC, receives the Knight Commander of the 
Temple award for his service to Freemasonry from Richard L. James 
(left), PGC, KCT.   Assisting is Travis’s wife Sarah (right). 
 

Winnfield, LA Homecoming Celebrated 
 

 
 

Homecoming in Winnfield, LA for the MEGHP Michael Watts Grand 
Chapter RAM State of Louisiana and REGC J. Keith Gates Grand 
Commandery Knights Templar State of Louisiana was attended by 
Companions and Sir Knights from the four corners of the State. Wm. 
Keith Powell, Sr. Associate Grand Patron was in attendance along with 
his wife Sharon. The meal was a fantastic home cooked meal enjoyed 
by all. 3 PGM, 3 REPGC, elected and appointed grand line officers 
along with family and guests were in attendance. 

 
 

From your Grand Commander 
 

We citizens in The Great State of Louisiana are definitely blessed. In addition 
to our cultural riches, we also have an embarrassment of riches in the official 
state symbols department.  We have state jellies (mayhaw and sugar cane), a 
state meat pie, a state reptile, and a state dog (the Catahoula Cur – just like 
my own dog Mr. Earl the Lawyer Dog – yes that’s his real name).  Even with all 
that Louisiana glory, one of the things I like best about our state is our state 
seal. You know the image: a pelican tearing her breast so she may feed her 
young with drops of her own blood. It’s a moving picture of a mother caring 
for her young ones. It graces our flag and is a symbol of Louisiana known 
throughout the world. 
 

 As I’ve traveled across our great land during the first days of my tenure as 
Grand Commander, I’ve often thought of that image and my thoughts have 
travelled to our younger members: young, excited, full of great ideas, but in 
need of nurturing by the more seasoned members.  In that spirit, might I offer 
three simple suggestions for developing our younger members? 
 

1) Encourage, don’t embarrass.  The time for correction is at practice, not 
when receiving the Grand Commander. Embarrassing younger members 
does not show the knowledge of the more seasoned member doing the 
correcting; it merely shows that he still has lots to learn about the spirit 
of Templary. 

2) Involve - Find a spot for each and every new member to belong and 
provide a meaningful contribution to our work, young or old. Find 
something for them to do. That’s not to say you should make a new 
member Commander the day after he joins, but certainly there’s plenty 
of work to do. 

3) Mentor - We can ALL think back to an older member who mentored us 
in Masonry and we should ALL look to either be a mentor or be mentored 
or both.  If you’re a younger member, find a mentor.  If you’re an older 
member, be a mentor.   
 

 Let the seal of our Great State be a reminder to us of our duty to our younger 
members.  Every time you see our flag flapping in the breeze, ask yourself if 
you are encouraging, involving, and mentoring our younger members.  I am 
convinced now more than ever that our Grand Commandery will prosper 
because we are raising a crop of young sir knights to carry on the great 
traditions of Templary.   
 

                   J. Keith Gates, Grand Commander of Louisiana 
 
 

 

“Chivalry, Christianity, Templary - A Way of Life” 
 

“Every Christian Mason should be a Knight Templar” 
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