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Sir Knights and Ladies: 

As I am writing this article two months in advance, it is April and we are still 

experiencing snow and the chills of Mr. Frost.  When you finally read my mus-

ings I hope that summer  has finally arrived. 

You should be receiving information for our Annual Conclave by now.  It will 

be held in conjunction with the Grand Chapter Royal Arch Masons on August 

9th and Grand Council Royal and Select Masons on August 10th.  The Grand 

York Rite Banquet will be held that evening. 

The Grand Commandery will commence on Saturday morning August 11th. The 

Installation of Officers that afternoon with the Divine Service later that day. Our 

Round Table Dinner will come that evening where we will hand out the various 

Templar Awards. 

It is my hope that you will be able to join us at the Doubletree Hotel in Bay City 

August 9th – 11th as we celebrate our York Rite Unity. 

Our Schools of Instruction should be completed by June 30th and the Instruction 

Board should be commended for the many miles they traveled in their duties. It 

is hoped everyone has benefitted from their wise council and their labors will 

show improvement in all our Commanderies. 

In closing remember to celebrate Flag Day and this glorious country it stands 

for.  To the Fathers among you, have a Happy Father’s Day. 

 

In Unity, 

 

 

Michael Whiting, KCT 

Grand Commander 

Spice up your inspection Day 

The grand commandery officers encourage you to spice up your inspection day 

with activities that your commandery can be proud of..  Every commandery has 

something special in its mix.  We encourage you to show off a bit on your in-

spection day, weather it’s a special activity to present in the asylum,, a special 

activity for the ladies, or a unique way to raise funds for the charity of your 

choice, Like gift basket raffles, or silent auctions , a 50/50 raffle or a raffle of 

some special gift you have made,  Make the day about your commandery and its 

contribution to this family we call Templarism 

      SK Michael Whiting, REGC 

     Knight Templar of Michigan 

           “Summer happenings” 

Triannual Drill Team,: The GC of Michigan will again be joining the 

Knights of Howell #28, in drill at the upcoming Grand Encampment Tri-

annual conclave, Drills will be held Saturday Aug 18 in Indianapolis In-

diana,  I am seeking Knights who wish to participate in this great activi-

ty.  Practices will begin in late April and go until August generally on 

Monday and Thursday evenings in Howell, Pinckney and other locations 

if necessary.  Interested Sir Knights should contact SK Winslow prompt-

ly.  We will have a great time and maybe even do something never be-

fore done. 

Knights needed:  Sir Knights the Grand Veterans committee has finalized the 

details of  Templar Knights assisting in  ceremonies, when a fallen US military 

member returns to Michigan.  Honors detail’s pay respect to our fallen, partic-

ipation is a great honor.   Michigan Knights Templars are now being sought to 

“try out” for this special detail.  We will have one team of approximately 15 

selected Knights, who are willing to attend Honors returns at airports chosen 

by the Military.  (Detroit and Flint are the primaries) These details will be rare 

(hopefully very rare), but when needed the Knights must be prepared in the 

finest fashion.  Uniform inspections will be conducted and you will be respon-

sible to purchase or procure on your own some uniform items unique to this 

detail.  Knights must be capable of standing formation and holding sword posi-

tions for long periods, Formations will take place on airport runways and air-

craft parking areas, knights must transport to those location by airport vehicles.  

Try outs will include marching, sword drill and precision of movement, indi-

vidually and then within a team.  If you are willing to try out please contact 

SK. Darel Winslow, or SK Steve Striggow, you will be notified of the dates 

for try outs.   

Never Stop Putting “Unity” into action: Our GC’s theme is “Unity”, 
here is a simple acronym to help put it into action. Un-doubt ably 
Not In This Yourself (UNITY).  In the York Rite many problems, 
arise that affectively rip us apart, Each area has different compli-
cations that make unity difficult, I’m sure that no one has the an-
swer for the whole state, but if we look at our home, communicate 
with our brothers in Lodge, Chapter and Council  we can find our 
specific problems and hopefully our solutions. It starts with YOU 
making the commitment to TAKE ACTION. The only sure solutions 
will involve us taking an action to make problems go away.  I can’t 
determine for you what keeps your area’s York Rite from being 
one unit. I cant find the solution for you. Yet taking action and 
working together YOU can.   Never too late to start. 


