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Greetings Sir Knights and Thank you! 

I realize this journey could not happen without the total support of my wife Mary 
and assistance of my current Grand Officers!  I had so much support from so 
many Past Grand Commanders in my corner, assisting me in any way they could.  
Richard (Boss Hog) Kachman has been my mentor and biggest supporter, along 
with Doc Dan Sherry.  Ken Hill and Ken Carroll were awesome, helping me with 
questions I had for the Grand Encampment issues. Also, I want to comment on 
Grand Recorder Scott Livingston who served me to the best of his ability under a 
lot of adverse conditions.  Scott, I’m so proud of how you handled your new 
responsibilities.  

My goal this year was to support our youth organizations, Job’s Daughters and 
DeMolay. We, the Grand Officers, decided to contact Grand Encampment for a 
sword that could be presented to the outstanding Chapter in Minnesota. This 
sword is named after SK Neil E. Bengston, Past Grand Commander of 

Minnesota. He was an outstanding Mason and a huge supporter of DeMolay!  
The first presentation will take place later this summer at DeMolay Conclave.  
Many thanks to SK Hugh Swift, REPGC for making the display case for it. I 
supported Job’s Daughters by attending many Bethel meetings, going to Grand 
Bethel and watching our Daughters grow from shy little girls to productive 
young ladies. That’s why I have been involved with them for well over 30 years. 

I also supported all York Rite Charities by contributing to the KT Eye foundation 
and Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation. Holy Land Pilgrimage Fund 
which sends a Christian minister to the Holy Land to learn about Christ and 
much more. Grand Commandery has been doing fund raisers by assisting with 
parking at the Renaissance Festival. 

I have attended many Grand Sessions and had the honor to represent 
Commandery at the Supreme Social order of the Beauceant in Bloomington. This 
was especially meaningful as our Grand Honor Guard presented the Colors and 
did a fantastic job!  I thank them from the bottom of my heart! Over the course of 
the year, I traveled many thousand miles, met many new friends and had a 
fantastic time with old ones.  I did as much as I could but can’t do everything as 
sometimes dates collide. I hope is was enough to earn the respect from the Sir 
Knights of Minnesota.  All I can say is I did my best. 

On a sad note, I lost one of my best friends and mentors. Terrence John Becker 
passed away on March 21st at Solway Hospice in Duluth. He is what I consider a 
Masonic scholar and a true Brother Mason! God bless him, his family and 
everyone who knew and loved him! 

I still have a lot to do for the rest of my term.  I will be attending the Order of the 
Temple at Damascus #1, Grand Lodge at the Heritage center, Grand Session of 
ND in Fargo, inspection in St. Cloud for Zion #2, Palastine #14, Fergus Falls, 
inspection in St. Peter, Iowa Grand Session in June, Wisconsin Grand Session in 
June. This should be what is left until our Grand Session on June 21-22-23. 

I thank you for the honor as serving at your Grand Commander for 2017-2018!  
I’m sure the incoming officers will continue to do their best. God bless you all 
and keep you safe! 

In His Service, 

SK Donald W. DeMars, KTC 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 

2017-2018 

Live Your Obligation 
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