
 

Time in a bottle 
 

Last month I talked about how I have been neglectful in my 

Masonic duties toward my senior Brothers. I spoke of how I just 

never make the time to stay in contact with them, that is a good 

transition into this month’s ramblings. This month I wanted to talk 

about time or lack thereof. 

 

We are taught that a day is divided into 24 equal parts 

which is further divided into 3 equal parts whereby we find 8 hours 

for our work, 8 hours for service to God and our neighbors and 8 

hours for refreshment and sleep. Raise your hand if this is how your 

day is divided!  I can’t see anyone one of you, but if I could, I 

doubt there would be very many, if any, hands in the air. The above 

is the ideal way to divide your time however, for most of us, life 

does not allow for that ideal day. 

 

I know there are a large number of what I call “Senior 

Masons” not due to years in age, but to years in Masonry, and a 

large portion of those are retired but in today world, retired does 

not mean off fishing, kicking back enjoying life, retired just means 

their able to start working on everything else they didn’t have time 

for when they were “working” so even for the retired members, 

there is no ideal day. 

 

Another problem with the ideal 24-hour day that we talk 

about in Masonry, is that it is even more unreachable when you are 

a Master Mason and I think I finally realized why that is. 

 

 

 Somewhere during that super-secret, ultra-covert degree we 

call the 3rd, buried amongst all the secret words, signs, symbols and 

theatrics; there must be some kind of ultrasonic, subsonic, or 

hypersonic subliminal messaging that completely removes our 

ability to say “NO”.  I know it sounds like some sort of conspiracy 

theory stuff but there is no other explanation. Before we became 

Masons we could say “NO” all day long without thinking about it, 

but now, no way, it’s impossible! 

 

I have proof: if a neighbor or a Brother asks you to help 

them with something, you answer “I’m busy right now but I will 

be over as soon as I am done”.  In lodge there is a call for 

volunteers to do something, you answer “I don’t have a lot of time, 

but I will do what I can”.  Or my personal favorite, “Hey Brother, 

would you like to join (insert appendant body name here)?” you 

answer “nnnnnooookay, I would like to get more light in 

Masonry”. See what I mean? Your laughing at me right now, but I 

think I just uncovered one of the hidden secrets of Masonry, we 

remove a man’s ability to say “NO!” 

 

I am not implying that this inability is a bad thing, it is in 

fact a very good thing because it shows that we can be counted on 

and we will step up, but it does wreak havoc on our ideal 24-hour 

day. Currently my ideal day is any day where I can log over 6 hours 

of sleep. My usual vocation is closer to 10 hours a day than it is 8, 

working out of town means my home time is catch up around the 

house time, I have 2 school aged daughters and you can’t say “NO” 

to them and thanks to Masonry’s diabolical, subliminal messaging 

tactics, I am currently the Secretary/Treasurer for 4 appendant 

bodies and a member of almost everything else. Sounds a bit like I 

am complaining but in fact I am very proud and honored to be able 

to take part in all that I do. 

 

In short, while there never seems to be enough time in a 

day, all of us seem to have an ability to stretch those 24 hours to 

make enough time for the things we love. 
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