
Sir Knights of Nebraska, 
 
     I hope this finds you well. Grand Commadery went well this 
year, thank you to all those who attended and participated. 
Congratulations to Past Grand Commander Frank Borden on a 
great year. His enthusiasm for Commandery is contagious and I 
hope we can continue this for the upcoming year. Thank you 
Frank for all you have done for Templary and will do in the 
future. 
     I am humbled to have been elected as the Grand Commander 
for the 2018/2019 year. I want to say Thank you for your 
commitment to Commandery and I look forward to working with 
you as we strengthen Commandey in Nebraska. The Grand 
Commandery officers are a great group of brothers who are 
devoted to Commandery in Nebraska. We are here to support you, 
the Sir Knights of Nebraska. Please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me or the other officers. 
     This year, at an individual level, I would like for each Sir 
Knight to focus on 3 areas: Purpose, Passion, and Participation. I 
would ask each Sir Knight why you joined Commandery and what 
it is that interested you in becoming a Knight Templar. I believe 
the answer to this question relates to growing our membership. If 
you know what it is about Commandery that made and makes you 
want to be a Templar, you have what is needed to get new 
candidates for York Rite. The same idea applies to Masonry, or 
any other body. If you can honestly state that you enjoy 
Commandery because of your specific reason it will resonate with 
the other person because it is sincere. I will use myself as an 
example, I enjoy being a Templar for several reasons: 1. I like to 
learn new things, especially about Masonry. Being a part of 
Templary affords me the opportunity to gain more light in 
Masonry. 2. This a Christian oriented order that is part of Masonry 
that appeals to two important parts of my life. 3. Masonry is a 

family tradition to include the York Rite and other bodies. 4. I like 
ritual and York Rite is steeped in ritual, to include Royal Arch, 
Council and Commandery. 5. Lastly it strengthens the bonds that I 
have with my fellow Masons who are also part of Commandery. 
All of this alludes to Purpose. 
     If you were able to answer the above question and it was not 
because of compulsion, then there should be a spark that makes 
you want to see Commandery succeed. I would like for us to get 
to the place where Templary is a forethought and not an 
afterthought. On an individual basis, ask how can I make Masonry 
and Commandery better? Let’s get to a point where hard work and 
some sacrifice are not a deterrent because we believe in what we 
are part of - so be Passionate about your work. 
     The focus areas of purpose and passion culminate in 
participation. This is the acting out in what we believe in. I have 
told the Grand Commandery officers that they are expected to be 
at and participate in Commandery events to include subordinate 
Commandery meetings, conferral of degrees and Blue Lodge 
meetings. If they do not, or I do not, take us to task and let me 
know. As I said above, Commandery needs to be a forethought 
not an afterthought. So, I would also encourage you, the Sir 
Knights of Nebraska, to participate in Blue Lodge, York Rite, and 
Commandery. This also spills over into the appendant bodies of 
OES, Shrine and Scottish Rite. And as any infomercial would say 
“There’s More!”, be active in your community, church, and other 
organizations. The point being, as Knight Templars we need to be 
the point of the sword, leading the way, so get out there and 
Participate. 
     I’m usually not one to talk much but as you can see from 
above, I do believe in Templary. I’m excited about its place in 
Masonry, and I do believe it has a place in today’s world. The 
values that Masonry and Templary have to offer are timeless. 
Thank You for your time, the next letter will talk about the 
objectives for subordinate Commanderies. 
 
R.E. Grand Commander 
Sir Knight Cecil Smith 
Grand Commandery Knights Templar of Nebraska 
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