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First, allow me to welcome you all with my warm and 

knightly greetings! As you may have noticed, our previous editor 

and REPGC, SK Paul C. Smith has handed over the reins as our 

Editor for the New Hampshire Supplement…I have some big shoes 

to fill for sure. I would be remiss, if I did not offer him thanks for 

his years of service and his inspirational writings that I know the 

Sir Knights of New Hampshire have enjoyed. I am looking forward 

to this journey we will take on together. I say together, because I 

will look to some of you to offer contributions and help us to better 

spread the works of our beloved Commandery. I would also like to 

congratulate our new REGC, SK H. Stephen Wood, or Woody as 

most of us know him as we take command of our orders. 

After a long and what seemed drawn out winter, Spring has 

finally prevailed and we continue our journey to Summer.  

This month is a special month, as we celebrate Father’s 

Day. The official start of Father’s Day in the U.S. has two varying 

accounts, but the most widely accepted origin took place in 

Washington State in 1910. Sonora Smart Dodd is often credited 

with the beginnings. The historical account states that she was 

attending her Sunday services in 1909 and the sermon was on the 

already established Mother’s Day. Motivated by her own father’s 

behavior, as a widower and civil war veteran who was raising a 

family on his own, she felt fathers were not receiving the same 

attention that they deserved. Dodd proposed the idea of honoring 

fathers to her local pastor. Several other clergymen approved of the 

idea and dedicated their sermons to honor fathers on June 19, 1910. 

However, it would take some sixty plus years before Father’s Day 

became an official holiday in 1972. 

 

Father’s Day is a day to honor those men in our lives who 

may be our biological father or are a father figure. These are the 

men who provided and continue to act as that “rudder”, guiding us 

and instilling a sense of direction. We also have those biblical 

fathers to provide that model of behavior as each of us, as fathers or 

those in a father figure role, can draw upon. Many of the 

characteristics they display also align to our chivalric virtues and 

we would do well to remember them in our daily lives. 

For me, one of the most profound biblical stories is of the 

Prodigal Son, which shows the powerful message of forgiveness 

and mercy when the father welcomes back into his household his 

wayward son. There are no caveats or stipulations, just pure 

paternal love and compassion. This is a lesson we can all do well to 

keep in our hearts as we carry out our duties as paternal figures for 

those in our lives. Do not be so quick to judge and met out justice, 

but turn back to this allegory as our world and especially our youth 

need that steady & compassionate foundation which we can 

provide. 

Again, I look forward to this journey and sharing it with 

you as we live our lives under that chivalric order of Christian 

Knighthood we have all sworn to uphold. May you be well and 

look fondly upon Christ’s love for us.  

 

    IHS, 

  SK Patrick J. O’Sullivan, GCG – Editor  
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