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As I prepare to write my final message here to you, I thought a lot about 
what I should say. 
 
Should I do the traditional thank you to everyone? Should I do a recap of 
everything that has been done the past year? Should I try to give you an 
inspirational message so that you will go forth and improve York Rite 
throughout the state? 
 
After thinking for a long time, I decided why not do all three? 
 
I’ll start by thanking the Sir Knights for the honor of electing me to this 
position. It has been both a humbling experience and a pleasure serving 
you this past year. The most enjoyable part of the year was my official 
visits and meeting all the Sir Knights in the state. The hospitality and 
fellowship was great and I thank you for everything. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has traveled out of state, representing me at 
Conclaves in other jurisdictions and attending the Easter service in Salt 
Lake City. 
 
Thank you to the Grand Commandery officers for your work this past 
year, taking on the responsibility of hosting our Annual Sessions. A 
special thank you to our editor, Robert Peterson, who has kept me on 

track all year with getting these messages written on time so they can be 
published. 
 
This year started off with the passing of my wife, Mary. It was a difficult 
time for me, but with the support of everyone in the Masonic family, I 
have managed to get by and continue with my life. Thank you to the 
youth groups, DeMolay, Rainbow, and Job’s Daughters; to my Lodge 
brothers; to the Scottish Rite members; and to all my Companions and 
Sir Knights in the York Rite. 
 
Always remember that even though we take part in all of these different 
organizations, we are all part of one Masonic family and if we work 
together, we can accomplish anything. 
 
Let us strive to improve York Rite in Nevada. Promote York Rite in your 
local Lodges. Let them know how York Rite can fill in the gaps in their 
Masonic journey. They can learn how to receive their wages. They can 
learn why, if there were three Grand Masters, the word was lost with 
the loss of only one of them? And finally, they can find that which was 
lost. Let them know that by becoming a York Rite Mason, they can 
complete their Masonic journey. 
 
Be proud to be a York Rite Mason. While dark suits are the norm at 
Lodge, there is nothing stopping you from wearing your red and purple 
jackets to your Lodge meetings. If we show how proud we are to be 
members of the York Rite, others will follow and want to become 
members. 
 
Once again, thank you Sir Knights for everything you do and will continue 
to do. Support the new Grand Commander and his officers as I am sure 
he will do an excellent job. I look forward to working with everyone in 
the future. 
 
Fraternally, 
Craig A. Phillips 
Grand Commander of Nevada 

 
 

  NEVADA 
    SUPPLEMENT 
 

     Robert P. Peterson, Editor 

     dcoyote@gmail.com                Craig A. Phillips 
              R.E. Grand Commander 

 

 

 

18 june 2018 nevada supplement 19 


