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Dear Sir Knights and Brethren,  
 
I have been to quite a few degrees and Orders since being 
installed as Grand Commander, and I cannot tell you the pride I 
feel in seeing work being done. Some of it has been 
exceptional work: good work, true work, square work, without 
a book in sight. Other work has demonstrated a love of the 
craft that survives through the struggles of not enough practice 
with reading and floor-work, but still gets the points across. At 
each degree, I have been trying to ask questions of our new 
members, including why these brothers join us. Almost without 
exception, they have told me that it is seeking further 
understanding of how to integrate their lives and their faith into 
the basic tenets we hold dear in Masonry. Men want to know 
more about our history, want to be challenged more to succeed 
in building the moral foundations of their lives, and want to 
know more about how scripture applies to our lives, especially 
those verses we use in Lodge. I have been grateful that brothers 
have thanked me for those few lessons I included in the 
preliminary proceedings at our Grand York Rite Meeting in 
Myrtle Beach. Many of our brothers need and want education 
on scriptures and interpretation, but not to be preached to.  
 
One of the biggest concerns I have in Masonry is when young 
men take their EA, and say “I am spiritual, but not religious.” 
For Blue Lodge, this is acceptable, that all we require is a faith 

in God. For Commandery, however, there must be faith in 
Christ. Commandery and Lodge are not substitutes for church, 
they are places to add to, not take away from worship. I have a 
dream of our Commanderies as being places of Christian love 
that foster men to read and understand scripture. Second 
Timothy 3 teaches us that: 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work (NIV). How much better would 
our work and our lives be, in and out of Lodge and 
Commandery, if we stood by the whole counsel of God and 
acted like true Christian Masons? How can we do this without 
study of the documents we are founded on, the Great Light of 
Masonry that is the core of our being as Knights Templar?  
 
One of the original Reformers, Thomas Cranmer, wrote: 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
To say you are a Christian Knight is to fight ignorance of 
God’s Word and His Love. I would challenge each Sir Knight 
to increase his reading of Scripture, in whatever translation is 
most in keeping with his faith tradition, and maybe go beyond 
that to a translation that is uncomfortable. Learn more, 
challenge each other in brotherly love and encouragement. Sift 
through and learn more of God’s plan for us, and then act on 
the fruits of your labor. Blessings to each one of you. If I can 
help you, please contact me at robertelsner@netscape.net.  
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