
       

Sir Knights, 
 
 Travel season is upon us.  As I visit with the Commanderies 
around the state and the surrounding Grand York Rites, many 
common concerns seem to arise. Quite often certain concerns 
raise a great deal of passion one way or another. The debates are 
often fiery, with vast amounts of enthusiasm displayed. This type 
of intercourse is very positive for our craft, if we keep the tenants 
of Brotherly love and the prosperity of the Craft in the forefront of 
our mind.  One cannot be too often reminded of a quote from the 
book “Gleanings”: “The man who on himself relies; Shall fail, 
however strong and wise; But he who grips the strength of God, 
shall walk the path the heroes trod.” 
 
 What disturbs me is when I see those Sir Knights who 
believe that what THEY are doing is the very best that can be done 
for all the rest of us whether it is what WE believe.  If we are not in 
their camp, then we are against them. Do we have Brothers and 
Sir Knights that have lost reference to that line of thought; “who 
best can work and who best can agree”?  Did we forget what our 
REC inspired us with after the fourth Libation? ”Let us then so 
improve the remaining span of life, that when  our frail bodies shall 
become, like this memento, cold and inanimate, our disembodied 
spirits may sore aloft, and dwell forever in realms of life and light 
eternal.” Our time on earth is short and we do not need to feel 
that our brothers that do not agree with us are conspiring  

against us.  It saddens me to reflect how many times I have come 
upon that very theme.  Again from the book titled “Gleanings”; 
”To labor with zest and to give of your best, for the sweetness and 
joy of the giving; To help folks along with a hand and a song, Why 
that’s the real sunshine of living.” 
 
 As we prepare for the work of our craft during our Grand 
Lodge, or our Grand York Rite, we must have faith in our hearts 
that the Brothers, Companions and Sir Knights are bound together 
by the cement of Brotherly love, and we all are working together 
to move forward for our preservation and prosperity.  We may 
each have different views, and look at different paths to get there, 
but we do all have the same goal. We need to display tolerance 
toward one and another. I wish you will consider the following 
quote that I recently read: ”In friendship devoted, in duty untiring, 
in service a follower of Him who came not to be ministered unto , 
but to minister.” 
 
Yours in Faith and Zeal, 

Jon Gonsor  

Right Eminent Grand Commander, Knights Templar of South Dakota 
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