
 

Grand Commander’s Message 
 

The Templars’ Secret at Rosslyn 
by SK Doug Robertson KYCH 

 
To one esoteric chance tradition, after excavating the 

foundation of Solomon’s Temple for nine years, the Templar Knights had 
left the Middle East with five ”caskets,” or cases, full of treasure 
collected in the Holy Land. 
 
Legend has it that these cases were eventually deposited in Kilwinning, 
the Mother Lodge of Scottish Freemasonry, before they were 
transported to Rosslyn Chapel, the ancient home of the Sinclair Barons 
family.  At Rosslyn they were kept safe until a fire broke out in the 
building.  It is unknown what has happened to the cases or treasure, but 
shortly after that, the construction of Rosslyn Chapel officially began.  
 
 While I have not been there, we have two Past Grand Commanders, SK 
Joe Zito and SK Hamilton Zachary, and Sir Knight Robby Robinson and SK 
John Huth, who have.  I have seen many photos and read a lot of 
articles, but I have not gone there.  It is my hope that I will in the future. 
 
Some researchers have said that the chapel might have been built to 
house the cases, and others have said it is for artifacts associated with 
Solomon’s Temple.  So far as we can reasonably reconstruct, that is the 
relationship between Rosslyn and its association with Solomon’s 
Temple. The reality of Rosslyn is full of ancient dictates and the myths of 
Solomon’s construction in Jerusalem.  Some are convinced the accounts 
in Masonic ritual of a vault and a connecting tunnel beneath Rosslyn are 
true.   
 
Niven Sinclair has written the Motivation of Rosslyn’s architect and 

builder: 
“…Earl William St. Clair who, knowing that books could 
be banned or burned, chisel out his message in the 
stone carvings which adorned every nook and cranny in 
Rosslyn Chapel.  He wants you to realize that 
Christianity have been hijacked (by Paulines) that God 
and nature was and IS ONE.  He saw a leaf, every green 
shoot as a Word of God.  If there was any blasphemy or 
heresy it was what a man was doing to planet earth 
from which all bounty flows.” 

So there it is. 
 
Where do these ideas come from?  The answer seems to come from 
the Templar doctrines that Freemasonry began in Rosslyn; maybe even 
the astral Enochian cult of the Shekinah whose ideas lived on with the 
remnant who escaped to Europe.  Perhaps all the depictions, 
sculptures, figures, etc., that abound throughout the Chapel mean that 
the Templars might have been involved with the Johannite Heresy.  
They could have been involved within the Holy land. This type of belief 
system is something I personally do not agree with, but who knows…   I 
wasn’t there.  I think that all Sir Knights interested in this topic should 
do their own research and form their own conclusions.  It is certainly 
true, however, that it was not uncommon for books to be burned, and 
Sir Knights to be imprisoned, tortured and burned at the stake.  The 
church could not torture a building! 
 
Freemasonry has always been about worshiping the Great Architect of 
the Universe in any way your religion requires you to do.  Its underlying 
principles are clear even if they are not necessarily embraced.  
Freemasonry taught its members,” We must be tolerant of other men’s 
religious views, because all religions have much that is true about 
them, and we must combat ignorance by education, bigotry by 
tolerance, and tyranny by teaching true virtue.”  Remember that 
Freemasonry’s own description of itself is a journey from darkness 
towards light. 
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