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Dear Sir Knights and family wherever dispersed,
 I want to thank you for electing me to be your Grand Commander for 
this Chivalric year and I will do my very best for our Sir Knights!  
 In days of old when Knights were bold, they were well trained and 
armored warriors.  �ey operated with a speci�c code of conduct.  Today, we 
are also well armored warriors and we are expected to operate by a similar 
code of conduct as modern-day Templars.  Just below you have the 10 
Commandments of Knighthood- Leon Gautier 1832-1897.  
 1. �e Knight was �rst of all a Christian soldier with unswerving
  faith in the Church.
 2. He must resolutely defend the Church.
 3. He must faithfully obey his feudal lord so long as that obedience
  did not con�ict with allegiance to the Church.
 4. He must love his country.
 5. He must maintain unrelenting war against the enemies of 
  Christendom.
 6. He must never retreat from the enemy.
 7. He must keep his pledged word. 
 8. He must be generous in giving.
 9. He must show pity for the weak, and steadfastness in their defense.
 10. He must at all times champion the good against forces of evil. 
 Now many say that these Commandments are outdated and unrelated to 
modern day times.  If we really look at them, their meaning today, and put 
our minds to work I believe we can put them into practical application in 
today’s world. 
 If you can’t relate to these Knighthood commandments I request you 
review your Templar obligation and how each of these integrate into what 
you swore to do as a Knights Templar.  Should not all Sir Knights live by 
these in our daily life?
  I do not have a theme for this year, but I do have a message for you.  My 
number 1 priority is membership, membership, membership to quote our 
Grand Master of the Grand Encampment.  �e one single thing that threat-

ens us is declining membership.  We have to turn this trend around.  I am 
requesting that each Commandery assign a membership chairman and 
reinstitute their Blue Lodge representatives.  If we aren’t in our Lodges how 
are we going to grow? 
 We have two very �ne charities; the Knights Templar Eye Foundation 
and the Holy Land Pilgrimage, and I am asking all knights to stand behind 
our charities. One of my goals is that we gain a 10% increase in life sponsor-
ships.  Understanding that it may take a few years to see that all Sir Knights 
in our Commanderies are life sponsors.  I would also like to see at least 10 
new Grand Commander’s Club commitments.  
 We had an awesome year with the Holy Land Pilgrimage program.  We 
sent 6 ministers to the Holy Land and we should be proud for increasing our 
number by several more than previous years.  Of course I would like to see 
each district send a minister to the Holy Land, but my goal is to increase our 
number by a minimum of 2 and send 8 this coming year.  I put it out to you 
as I did last year, if you have money and can’t �nd a Minister to use it on call 
me and I will �nd you a Minister to use your money on.  If we are frequently 
attending Church this should not be a concern.
 I know many Commandries cannot open without help.  �is is a double 
fold problem.  As many Commanderies do not have enough class “A” 
uniforms for their Knights, and in some cases many Commanderies just 
don’t have the numbers attend their Stated Conclave.  My goal is that every 
Commandery be able to open in the 9 man, as a minimum.  
 �e Cap and Mantle is a good option to use until you can get our lines 
into Class “A” uniforms, and I am sure Knights from other Commanderies in 
your district would be willing to lend a hand.
 As you can see, my message is simple, and just requires everyone to 
return to basics. �ese goals are nothing more then what we should have 
been doing all along.  I need each Sir Knight to help us achieve these goals.
I wish each and every Commandery in our state a good and prosperous year 
and to every Frater good health and success.  
 I am charging your District Deputies to expound upon this message.  
May God’s blessing be with each and every one of you.  So feel free to 
contact me. As long as we work together with the Lord on our side, there is 
nothing we can’t accomplish.  With this in mind; let’s shoulder up, saddle up 
and show the �ne state of Florida what good work we do as Knight Tem-
plars!

Yours in Faith and Christ our Savior, 

Ronald L. Parks, KYCH
Right Eminent Grand Commander 


