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Sir Knights; 
Our Grand Conclave is nearing and my term as your Grand 
Commander is coming to a close. If you are planning on 
attending I would like to thank each of you personally for 
allowing me to serve you this year. And I encourage you to 
plan on attending in the future, because we as a body are 
better when more of us are involved. It has been a high 
honor to serve you and will be something that I will always 
look back proudly upon. The incoming Grand Commander 
will need and deserve your help and assistance for us to be 
an effective force for good. 
 
While at the Triennial for the Grand Encampment this past 
August it became clearer to me that we are truly an 
International organization I was able to meet and find 
common ground with Sir Knights from all around the globe 
and discuss issues that are common to most of the Sir 
Knights from wherever they hail.  While we all have our 
home Commandery that we are proud of, we need to try to 
remember that wherever we go, whether it be to a  
Commandery within our state or  outside our Jurisdiction, 
and especially a public event, in uniform or not we need to 
make sure that we do our best to represent our Order. 
 
Spring is a time for renewal and once again we will renew 
our Grand Commandery with a fresh core of Sir Knights who 
will shepherd us thru the upcoming Templar year. I am sure 
that going forward that our Grand Commandery will remain 
one of the best in the Grand Encampment. 
 

There are many reasons for us to be proud of the charity 
work that we have done over the past several years. This 
year our charity fund along with donations from a few 
Commanderies and several York Rite bodies and Sir Knights 
raised $4,250 for the Wreaths Across American program 
which allowed us to have wreaths placed on 425 the graves 
of veterans interred in the Iowa Veterans cemetery in Van 
Meter. 
Monies we donated during PGC Sheeler’s year helped pay a 
portion of the funds needed for the AFJROTC unit from 
Council Bluffs Iowa to be the honor guard at the 75th 
Commemoration of the D Day Invasion in France. 
 
In closing once again I want each of you to know that your 
choosing me to serve the Grand Commandery for these past 
few years has been both an honor and a blessing and 
something that I will cherish for the rest of my life. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
Forrest C Peck Jr REGC   
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