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Greetings to the Sir Knights of Kansas! 

 As I had mentioned in last month’s Knights Templar 

Magazine, I had decided on the phrase “To Aid All Who Travel” to 

be my “slogan” for the year.  I want to go into where the idea of 

that came from, and how I hope it will inspire all of those who take 

it to ear. 

 The most ancient of our Templar brothers, working some 

thirty years before Saint Bernard went to the Pope for a charter, 

were not valiant crusaders as pictured in movies, literature, and 

television.  They didn’t ride boldly killing all Saracens in their path, 

quite the contrary really.  This is because their sole purpose was not 

spreading religion at the point of the sword, as Bernard would 

corrupt them into being later in time, but to secure the road from 

the sea to Jerusalem.   

 The original nine Knights Templar, as their number stayed 

the same for nearly thirty years, had no charter, but these men took 

it upon themselves to bring a sense of order to the road from 

Jerusalem to the sea.  The road had been called the “Way of Bones” 

by the few who had made it home from a pilgrimage.  It was said 

that the roadway was littered with the bones of travelers, who had 

been beset upon by bandits.  So treacherous was the roadway that 

one dared not stop, even to help a dying man, lest one become like 

the bones they passed.  Our ancient brethren saw that the travelers 

needed aid, and banded to give them such. 

 The original Templars helped everyone that was making 

their way to Jerusalem along the “Way of Bones,” they made no 

distinction among those on the road save one – bandit.  Little is 

known of how these nine kept the patrol.  We know that the King of 

Jerusalem gave them a section of his stables and rooms in his own 

Castle or Keep.  That the men were pious, humble, had meager 

possessions (save armor and sword), and were charitable to all in 

need.  All those who wished safe passage to Jerusalem were 

granted such by these men, regardless of religion or country of 

origin, practicing the most noble of the Christian principles, Charity.   

 The modern Knight Templar has a need to act in a similar 

fashion.  We are all Masons as well as Templars, and Masons are 

sometimes referred to as a “Traveling Man.”  As a Knight Templar, 

our most basic charge should be to aid the Traveling Man.  Go to 

your Blue Lodges, and see if there is anything your particular 

Commandery can do to help them.  Maybe it is as simple as bringing 

some Masonic Education to the Lodge in the form of expounding on 

the virtues of being part of the York Rite.  Maybe you get some guys 

together and march in a local parade with a local Masonic Lodge, 

giving both organizations a “good showing.”  The “what” will vary 

according to need, as is always the case, but the willingness to aid 

should always be present in our actions.  And remember, unlike the 

original Templars, we are always ready to add more to our numbers. 

Sir Knight Jamie L. Carwell 
Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of Knights Templar of Kansas 

 

 

 
Kansas Topics                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

SK Jamie L. Carwell                         
R:. E:. Grand Commander                          

 

 K
S



 
 
    
   HistoryItem_V1
   TrimAndShift
        
     Range: all pages
     Trim: fix size 11.000 x 8.500 inches / 279.4 x 215.9 mm
     Shift: none
     Normalise (advanced option): 'improved'
     Keep bleed margin: no
      

        
     D:20190501141420
      

        
     32
            
       D:20190501141413
       792.0000
       US Letter
       Blank
       612.0000
          

     Wide
     1
     0
     Full
     85
     139
    
     None
     Right
     9.0000
     0.0000
            
                
         Both
         3
         AllDoc
         72
              

       CurrentAVDoc
          

     Uniform
     21.0600
     Right
      

        
     QITE_QuiteImposingPlus4
     Quite Imposing Plus 4.0m
     Quite Imposing Plus 4
     1
      

        
     0
     1
     0
     1
      

   1
  

 HistoryList_V1
 qi2base



