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J. William Riggs, Grand Commander 

Sir Knights, 

By the time you read this, the greatest two minutes in sports, the Kentucky 

Derby, will be over. As a Kentuckian, I’m a little partial to the Derby. And 

although I don’t bet, I still enjoy watching the horses run. The strategy they use 

is amazing to watch unfold. They break from the gate fast, then position 

themselves at a steady pace. Then near the final turn they determine the best path 

to the finish, and finally it is an all-out drive to the wire. The roar of the crowd 

and the famous call of the announcer of “and Down the Stretch they Come!”. 

How exciting. I never get tired of hearing that call. The pounding of the hoofs, 

the urging of the whips, and the straining to get the nose in front.  

I wish our Freemasonry was like that. To have our leaders break fast at the 

beginning of their year. Then to steady themselves in a good pace during the run. 

And then finally to sprint down the stretch to the finish line. To hear the crowd, 

(our members) roar in excitement. To hear the call of “and Down the Stretch 

they Come!”, as they drive towards the wire. Wouldn’t that be exciting for 

Freemasonry? Unfortunately, too many of our leaders, both local and state wide, 

simply limp, or stagger to the finish line. Glad that it is over. Then slowly fade 

away, leaving the Body to fend for themselves, because, “I’ve served my year”, 

now it’s someone else’s turn.  

Sir Knights, we must find a way to instill this excitement of the Kentucky Derby 

into our Fraternity. To inspire our leaders, and our general membership, with the 

desire to lead with passion and drive to the finish line. And yes, I said our 

membership, because each of us has a responsibility to lead in some ways. And 

please remember, you don’t have to have a title to be a leader. Don’t wait until 

you are in charge, or until it’s “your year” to do something. Don’t worry about 

who gets the credit. DO SOMETHING!  

Make a difference in your local Bodies. Do what needs to be done, whether that 

is fixing coffee, running the vacuum or performing the Degree or Orders. Be 

someone who can be counted on to show up and set the Asylum up for our 

Conclaves. Or, at the very least, be someone who can be counted on to just show 

up. Just as the horses in the race respond better when they hear the roar of the 

crowd, our leaders respond better when we show up and encourage them as well.  

And leaders, don’t stop until the race is over. Don’t stagger to the finish line. 

Plan the year to the very end. In fact, share your ideas with your successors so 

that they can get off to a fast start. Pace yourselves, so that you don’t run out of 

energy before you reach the upcoming elections. If need be, use the whip on 

yourselves a little. Drive hard to the finish line and hear the roar of our 

membership as they urge you on. In the back of your head hear the call of the 

membership, and of your predecessors as they say, “and Down the Stretch they 

Come!”!  

 Courteously, J. William Riggs, Grand Commander  
 

Nomination are due for the Conrad Cates Distinguished Service Award 

and the Knight Templar Cross of Honor Nominations must be in before the 

end of June for these two awards. Forms are available on our website and your 

Recorder should have received information from the Grand Recorder. There 

are deserving members out there; get them the recognition they deserve! 

Contact the Grand Recorder if you have questions. 

 

 

KTEF Grant Awarded to UK Researcher 

Grand Commander Bill Riggs and Grand Generalissimo Bill Jackson present 

a Career Starter Research Grant to University of Kentucky researcher Oliver 

Voecking, PhD, on behalf of the Knights Templar Eye Foundation. Pictured 

left to right, Vincent Cassone, PhD, Project Chair of the UK Biology 

Department; William J. Jackson, MD, Grand Generalissimo; Oliver Voecking, 

PhD; J. William Riggs, Grand Commander; and Jakub Famulski, PhD, 

Assistant Professor in the Department of Biology at UK.  

Editor: Randall Partin; 2275 Tackett Creek Rd, Williamsburg, KY; r_partin@att.net 
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