
 

     
With Brotherly Love we remember 

Charles (Charlie) Michael Nau 

10/7/1953 – 4/20/2019 
 

 With a saddened heart, Montana has said farewell to one of the finest 

men many of us have ever known. Brother-Companion-Sir Knight, Charlie Nau 

was a shining light in Masonry that we all should endeavor to emulate. His 

passion was evident in every aspect of his life from his classic Hudson’s, Free 

Masonry, his faith, his community and more especially his family. 

 

 Brother Charlie began his Masonic journey on March 10th 1990 when 

was initiated as an entered apprentice, He became a Fellow Craft on March 24th 

1990 and was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason on April 16th 1990 

in Sentinel Lodge #155 in Missoula, MT. where he served as their Worshipful 

Master no less than 7 terms. Given the passion he had for everything he took on, 

this was only the start for him. Brother Charlie continued his search for further 

light in Masonry by following the York Rite path. He was a Past High Priest, 

Past Illustrious Master and Past Commander of his local York Rite bodies. Given 

the type of person he was, he was quickly appointed to all the Grand York Rite 

bodies for Montana. He is a Most Excellent Past Grand High Priest for Grand 

Royal Arch (2014-2015). In 2017 he was presented with the Bronze award from 

the General Grand Chapter. He was the sitting Right Illustrious Grand Captain of 

the Guard of Cryptic Masons of Montana as well as the sitting Very Eminent 

Deputy Grand Commander for Knights Templar of Montana. His Masonic 

passions also spilled over into our Masonic youth (DeMolay, Rainbow and Jobs  

Daughters) where he took on the task of helping our future generation to become 

the best of what he saw in all of them and thou not related, they were all family 

to him. 

Excerpts from Charlies published obituary 

 “Brother Charles (Charlie) Michael Nau was born Oct 7th, 1953 in 

Kalispell to Elmer and Hazel Nau. He was the second youngest of 9 children and 

always tried to live up to the standards set by his brothers and sisters. He 

graduated Flathead High Scholl in 1971 and went on to earn his teaching degree 

from Western MT College in Dillon followed by his master’s degree from 

Northern College in Havre. 

 Charlie taught school in Willow Creek, Grass Range, Rocky Boy, 

Hellgate elementary and Geyser. He met his future wife, Patricia when he moved 

across the street from her in Missoula in 1982; he fixed her fence, she fixed him 

dinner, and that was all it took. They married on April 16th, 1984 and were 

blessed with 3 amazing sons of whom Charlie was very proud. They had recently 

celebrated their 35th anniversary. 

 Charlie was an active lifelong Catholic who enjoyed participating in 

Mass all his life. He belonged to the Masons and was proud to be a 7-time Past 

Master of Sentinel Lodge #155. Charlie was involved in York Rite; was a Most 

Excellent Past Grand High Priest of Royal Arch Masons of Montana and he was 

preparing to be installed as the Right Eminent Grand Commander of Knights 

Templar of Montana in June. 

 Charlie loved his Hudson cars and was the editor of 3 Hudson 

newsletters, and a past international president of the Hudson, Essex, Terraplane 

club. In his spare time, he owned and operated his construction business, P R & 

R and would proudly escort friends and family around town pointing out the 

houses he had beautifully roofed, repaired, constructed, or painted, and there 

were very few blocks in the Missoula area that he didn’t have a hand in 

improving. 

 In addition to attending Hudson car club meets and touring around the 

west in one of his cars, Charlie also enjoyed spending time with family, playing 

cards or games, camping at Lake Como, cooking breakfasts in the Meade Hotel 

during historic Bannack days each July and traveling to the New England states 

and cruising with his wife. They had just returned from a 2-week Caribbean 

cruise on the first of April.” 

 

 Charlie is survived by a very large and loving family, to large to name 

them all here. I ask that we all keep his loving wife Patricia and their 3 sons, 

Andrew, Terrence and Kenny, in our hearts and prayers as they go through this 

difficult time in their lives and may they know we are here, should they need us. 

 Sir Knight Charlie was preparing to be installed as Right Eminent 

Grand Commander this June at our Grand York Rite session, so I thought it 

appropriate that this June MT supplement be dedicated as a memorial edition for 

him and his family. 
Respectfully submitted by Daniel E Koch REPGC 

With the assistance from the Nau family. 
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