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Sir Knights,

Th e three major religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam all recognize Mount 
Moriah as a sacred location but interpret the meaning of its signifi cance diff er-
ently within their sacred texts.  Christians and Jews view this location as the site 
that Jacob had his vision or dream, and later King Solomon built his temple. 
Islam denies the story of Jacob’s Ladder, as well as the angels ascending and de-
scending from heaven to the Earth to be amongst mortal men; but revere the site 
as the location where Abraham off ered Isaac as a sacrifi ce to Allah and perhaps 
more importantly as the location where the prophet Mohammad took his mi’raj 
or midnight journey, and therefore the metaphor of a ladder to heaven is non-
existent in Muslim writings.

“And Jacob went out from Beer-Sheba and went toward Haran, and he light-
ed upon a certain place, and tarried there all night, because the sun was set:  
and he took of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, and lay 
down in that place to sleep.  And he dreamed, and beheld a ladder set up on 
the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven:  and behold the angels of God 
ascending and descending on it.  And behold, the Lord stood above it, and 
said, I am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac:  the 
land whereon thou liest, to thee I will give it and to thy seed; and thy seed 
shall be as the dust of the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, 
and to the east, and to the north, and to the south:  and in thee and thy seed 
shall all the families be blessed.  And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee in all the places wither thou goes, and will bring thee again into this 
land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that which I have spoken to 
thee of.  And Jacob awakened out of his sleep, and he said, surely the Lord is 
in this place; and I knew it not.  And he was afraid, and said, how dreadful 
is this place!  Th is is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.  And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the stone that 
he had put up for his pillows, set it up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the 
top of it.  And he called the name of that place Beth-el:  but the name of that 
city was called Luz at the fi rst.” Th is scripture can be found in the Christian 
King James Bible; Genesis; Chapter 28; verses 10 - 19. 

Th e Judaic version of Jacob’s ladder can be found in the Midrash; located within 
the Five Books of Moses of the Torah. According to the interpretation, the lad-
der signifi ed the exiles which the Jewish people would suff er before the coming 
of the Messiah. Another interpretation of the ladder, keys into the fact that the 
angels fi rst “ascended” and then “descended”. Th e Midrash explains that Jacob, 
as a holy man, was always accompanied by angels. When he reached the border 
of the land of Canaan (the future land of Israel), the angels who were assigned 
to the Holy Land went back up to Heaven and the angels assigned to other lands 
came down to meet Jacob. Th is scripture has also been allegorically interpreted by 
Philo Judaeus of Alexander, a Th eologian and Philosopher of Hellenistic Judaism 
in the fi rst book of his De Somniis; Philo gave four non-mutually exclusive inter-
pretations which are readily accepted by most Jewish scholars. Th ese interpreta-
tions are as follows: 1) the angels represent souls descending to and ascending 
from bodies (some consider this to be Philo’s clearest reference to the doctrine 
of reincarnation).  2) In the second interpretation the ladder is the human soul 
and the angels are God’s logoi, pulling the soul up in distress and descending in 
compassion. 3) In the third view the dream depicts the ups and downs of the life 
of the “follower” (of virtue vs. sin). 4) Finally the angels represent the continually 
changing aff airs of men. 

In the Koran, Jacob is revered as a prophet and patriarch, as well as a faithful 
follower of Allah. He would never wrestle with or argue with Allah’s authority. 
Th is showed him to contain a submissive quality, and thus no mention is made 
of Jacob envisioning or dreaming of a ladder descending from Heaven; much less 
angels ascending or descending on said ladder. Th e English writer and Shake-
spearean scholar, with an academic background in Arabic religion and philoso-
phy, Martin Lings described the signifi cance of the ladder in the Islamic mystic 
perspective: 1) Th e ladder of the created Universe is the ladder which appeared 
in a dream to Jacob, who saw it stretching from Heaven to earth, with Angels go-
ing up and down upon it; and it is also the “straight path”, for indeed the way of 
religion is none other than the way of creation itself retraced from its end back to 
its Beginning. Th is perspective is not readily accepted in the Islamic Koran.

Th e story of Jacob is one of great interpretation throughout the major religions 
as well as among scholars, theologians, and philosophers; but for me, this story 
illustrates the life of a person and his or her journey towards God, who resides in 
Heaven and awaits our arrival.

Written by SK James H. Rixon, GC 2017 previous to his passing.

Courteously,
DW Winchester, PGC


