
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greetings Sir Knights, 
      
     As we move through our acronyms for SERVICE, we have now reached 
the sixth letter “C” representing “caring” for one another. In one sense, 
this is the cornerstone of the concept of service. If we truly care for one 
another we have a responsibility and indeed the duty to place the 
welfare of others before our own selfish interests. This begs the 
question—as Knights Templar, how do we conform to this 
responsibility? 
     For the past sixty years or so the current culture has stressed 
individualism, independence and personal freedom. Indeed, throughout 
our national history there has been a curious tension between individual 
rights, freedom and the desires of the community. During the Civil War 
and both World Wars individual freedoms were temporarily limited—
also rights of African-Americans and women were curtailed for years. 
While writing this article I became aware of a just published book 
written by David Brooks, “The Second Mountain, the Quest for a Moral 
Life” which addresses this issue.   
     Brooks is an Op-Ed columnist for the New York Times. He also appears 
on shows such as the PBS News Hour and NBC’s, Meet the Press. His 
new book addresses this tension as he demonstrates that true joy and 
meaning in one’s life comes from living for a cause greater than yourself. 
A life of being self-centered should be other centered and should be 
based on relationships and commitments. From his own experience and 
those of others who successfully conquered that first mountain, Brooks 
demonstrates that a truly meaningful life is obtained through 
relationships and service to others—his metaphor of the Second 
Mountain. He calls the rampant individualism of our current culture a 
“catastrophe”. The long decline in our membership and that of other 
organizations may well be due in large part to this emphasis on the self. 
     Truly, for those looking for the opportunity to be part of something 
 
 

larger than themselves, Freemasonry and Templary in particular offer 
the perfect means. There is no better organization to find that sense of 
community, brotherhood and the way to a meaningful life. We are a 
fraternity that provides fellowship and a purposeful life. Indeed if we 
remain true to those vows we took in the Order of the Temple we have 
an obligation to help, aid and assist one another as well as those 
members of our larger community who may be in need.  
     There are local and national organizations such as the Red Cross and 
Meals on Wheels which are always in need of volunteers. Scout troops, 
Little League, Midget Football and other youth groups require coaches 
and assistants as well as financial support. The opportunities are there 
for us to look out for others in need and to fulfill our obligations to care 
for one another. 
 
Courteously in his Holy Name, 
SK David A. Hardy, R.E.G.C. 
 

 
Grand Prelate’s Corner 
 
     Here’s a fact about life: things change. Now that is hardly a profound 
observation, but it is a significant shift in thinking that for many of us can only 
be gained by living a while. It is a natural mark of immaturity to think that things 
won’t change. Life, however, has persuaded me that few human inventions are 
permanent and that things in fact do change.  
     The lesson for us then is that we should look at the changes that occur in our 
lives and ask if God might be working with us in them. And if we conclude that 
he is, then we should ask how we can cooperate with those changes. “The sign 
of God is that we are led where we did not intend to go.” That is a way of saying 
that God uses change to apply his will in our lives just as he did in the lives of 
the ancient people of faith in the Holy Bible.  
     Henry F. Lyte expressed the sense of rapid alterations taking place in his life 
when he wrote the hymn, “Abide With Me.” In one verse he wrote, “change and 
decay in all around I see”—but he went on to write, “O thou who changest not, 
abide with me.” In reality, some things do stay the same—or relatively so, for a 
long time, but eventually most things change in some way.  
     God does not change, but he often works through the changes in our lives for 
our better. Are we listening for Him and if so, are we living His change now?  
     It is my experience that the change God institutes brings a fresh opportunity 
for people to come back to the covenant, to walk in the ways of righteousness 
and to hear God’s word for their own lives. 
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