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Sir Knights, 
 
As we journey into our new year of Templary, let us not forget our 
duty to ourselves to be humbled and diligent in our efforts to 
support and care for those in need.  Don’t forget to be mindful of 
our youth, the future of our existence.  As the Commandery is 
depending on the Blue Lodges, I am asking that each of you 
continue to work for their betterment.  Try to remind them that 
more light in Masonry does not hurt anyone and through our York 
rite they will find as Paul Harvey would say, “the rest of the story”.  
Also remember to support our councils and chapters for we are 
also dependent upon them.  And now I am asking each 
Commandery to try to occasionally bring a car load of 4 or more to 
a sister Commandery and take advantage of the opportunity to 
assist them in doing business with a lawful quorum, and possibly 
us to Together Endeavor to Achieve More. 
 
Again, I need to remind you that only by working together as a 
TEAM can we expect to accomplish what is desired to become a 
vital participant in our world of Templary.  I would also like to 
thank those of you who have been and are working diligently for 
the betterment of Masonry and especially the York Rite.  You 
know who you are and are realizing the benefit of some growth, 
but also remember that our work doesn’t stop there.  It is just as 
important to nurture new members as it is for our older members.  
All are thirsty for more information and knowledge to explore, 
remember when one veil is revealed, there is still another veil to 
be discovered and explore.  We should try to use some of 

 
the tools given to us, for example, explore some of the downloads 
available on the Grand Encampment web page, also the various 
Grand lodge sites will offer many subjects that could be used to 
add interest and encouragement for what may have been a 
somewhat boring or lackadaisical event.  These things are things to 
try and evaluate.  Who knows it might work and nothing is lost if 
tried and nothing is gained, but you don’t know unless you try. 
 
As you go through your elections this month I look forward to your 
new slate of officers.  Please send a copy of your officers to the 
Grand Secretary so that we can be in contact with the new 
leadership. 
 
Finally, I want to remind you that communication is the key to 
making it all work.  This Grand Commandery has Officers spread 
across the whole state.  Each Commandery is under a District 
Supervisor.  If you need help, whether it is to get enough people to  
open your Commandery, or you have a candidate that needs the 
Orders communicate this with us so that we can find the people to 
help you.  If you need folks to help you get better at your opening  
or closing, ask as we have people who can help you with that.  If 
you need a speaker for your Easter or Christmas observance, again 
ask.  We cannot help you if we aren’t aware of your needs.   
 
Courteously submitted, 
  
Ralph G. Winters 
Right Eminent Grand Commander of Oregon   
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